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PLEASE READ EAP’s NOTE FOR CONTEXT: 

In response to stakeholder comments, the pre-application Basic Assessment Report (BAR) (Anchor Report 1808/1) was 
updated at the end of the pre-application commenting period (28 March – 30 April 2019) to produce the Draft BAR. 

During the 2010-2014 application and the pre-application stakeholder consultation processes undertaken in March/April 2019 
as part of this new EA process, I&APs expressed concern regarding the southern part of Algoa 1 (Option 2), which overlaps 
with a possible squid breeding area targeted by chokka squid fishery.  As breeding areas provide for the best catches, it was 
recognised that the establishment of a fish farm in the same area could potentially have a significant, quantifiable impact on 
the local squid industry.  DAFF therefore elected to exclude the southern portion of Algoa 1 from the application process as 
this was identified as the most effective mitigation measure to mitigate this potential impact.  The remaining Algoa 1 area is 
referred to as ‘Algoa 1 Option 1’ in the Draft BAR (Refer to the BAR Section 3.5.1 for more information).  The Maritime 
Heritage Impact Assessment Study by John Gribble from ACO Associates cc refers to the pre-application phase extent of Algoa 
1 (i.e.  Algoa 1 Option 1 plus a portion of Algoa 1 Option 2).  The outcomes of the impact assessment remain unchanged 
despite the footprint reduction from 522 to 312 ha. 

Furthermore, the pre-application stakeholder consultation process and revised impact assessment demonstrated that for 
finfish farming at Algoa 1 Option 1, the perceived higher risk of shark attacks alone could potentially have a profound impact 
on the local economy (note that this is not the case for bivalve farming).  It has been demonstrated that there are few 
mitigation measures available to influence the perception of water sport participants.  Furthermore, the beaches and marine 
environment near Algoa 1 Option 1 precinct constitute the main area where water sport events and activities take place in 
Algoa Bay (i.e. sensitive environment).  Thus, in the absence of a detailed, quantitative socio-economic study, it was decided 
that a precautionary approach should be applied and the impact significance rating  for the negative impact on the economy of 
Port Elizabeth after mitigation was raised from medium to high (Refer to the BAR Section 10.5 for more information). 

Based on the revised significance of negative economic impacts linked to finfish farming at Algoa 1 Option 1, DAFF has revised 
its priorities in respect of mariculture in Algoa Bay and would now like to nominate Option B (bivalve farming at Algoa 1 Option 
1, bivalve farming at Algoa 6 and finfish farming at Algoa 7) as the preferred Alternative Option.  The culture type is not 
important for the assessment of Maritime Heritage Resources and the outcomes of the impact assessment remain 
unchanged. 

Anchor Research & Monitoring has included notes in the Final Report (dated July 2019) to clarify the project description. These 
notes are underlined for easy reference.  Except for the historic site map, the maps in this report have not been updated to 
reflect the changes as the above changes do not affect the impact assessment.  The text therefore still refers to ‘Algoa 1’ and 
the maps still depict the pre-application extent of Algoa 1, indicating that finfish is proposed for the site. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
ACO Associates cc has been requested by Anchor Research & Monitoring (Pty) Ltd on behalf of 
Department of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries to undertake a desktop maritime archaeological 
impact assessment of three areas within Algoa Bay under consideration as aquaculture areas, namely 
Algoa 1, 6 and 7. 
 
This maritime heritage assessment report, supported by recommendations for implementable 
mitigation measures will form part of a Basic Assessment for the proposed development of aquaculture 
in Algoa Bay. 
 
Findings: In respect of submerged prehistoric archaeological potential, this assessment indicates that 
although there have, to date, been no specific studies of the submerged prehistory of Algoa Bay, the 
archaeological evidence for a hominin presence in the Algoa Bay region in the Earlier, Middle and 
Later Stone Age is plentiful.  
 
At various times in the last 900,000 global glacial cycles have caused substantial drops in sea level 
and the current seabed of Algoa Bay would have been exposed as a terrestrial landscape. Ancient 
river courses, whose channels are today buried under modern seabed sediment, would have been an 
important focus for hominin activity on the exposed continental shelf in the past and there is the 
potential for the occurrence of ancient, submerged archaeological material in association with palaeo-
river channels.  
 
There is thus the potential for the preservation within current seabed sediments of Algoa Bay of pre-
colonial archaeological sites and material. The small footprint of the seabed intervention that will result 
from the installation of mooring points for the aquaculture infrastructure, however, makes the potential 
for any interaction with or impact on submerged prehistoric archaeological material in Areas 1, 6 and 7 
unlikely.  
 
Regarding shipwrecks, this assessment found that at least 310 shipwrecks have occurred in Algoa Bay 
since the early 1500s, with the majority dating to the 19th century and linked to the colonial settlement 
of the region. While Algoa 1 and 7 both have relatively few wrecks known to have occurred in their 
vicinity, Algoa 6 is located in the area of Algoa Bay with the highest concentration of recorded historical 
shipwrecks. This was the area, in the most protected portion of the bay, where the historical landing 
place was situated adjacent to the Baakens River mouth, where, as a result, the anchorage was 
located directly offshore and where the early shipping-related infrastructure development took place in 
Algoa Bay. 
 
The report also found that something to be considered in relation to the development of aquaculture in 
all three proposed areas, are records of a further 147 shipping casualties described only as “Algoa 
Bay” or “Port Elizabeth”, which could be located anywhere in the bay. The likelihood is that the bulk of 
them will be in the vicinity of the modern harbour and North End, around Algoa 6, given the centrality of 
that portion of the bay to historical shipping activity, but others will be occur elsewhere in the bay. The 
potential presence of these wrecks must be taken into account in respect of the development of all 
three proposed aquaculture areas. 
 
The likelihood of historical shipwrecks within Algoa 1 and 7 is possible but very low but in Algoa 6 it is 
almost certain that historical shipwreck material is present in the development area.  
 
Recommendations: No mitigation is required or proposed in respect of submerged prehistoric 
archaeology as it is extremely unlikely that sites or material will be affected by aquaculture 
development in the three proposed areas. 
 
With regard to historical shipwrecks, Algoa 1 and 7 have a low potential for impacts arising out of the 
development of aquaculture in these areas. In Algoa 6, however, the potential for interactions between 
these sites and the mooring points required for aquaculture development is high if not mitigated.  
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The following recommendations are made in respect of mitigation measures to be applied particularly 
to Algoa 6, but also to Algoa 1 and 7 in the event that environmental authorisation is granted for the 
proposed development: 

• Any geophysical data generated to support the development of aquaculture in this area must be 
archaeologically reviewed for the presence of historical shipwrecks or related material and to 
ground truth proposed mooring locations. Datasets that are particularly useful in this regard are 
magnetometer, side scan sonar and multibeam bathymetric data. It is recommended that the 
archaeologist is consulted before data are collected to ensure that the survey specifications and 
data outputs are suitable for archaeological review; 

• Any video footage collected support to development of aquaculture in the three areas should 
ideally also be reviewed by the archaeologist for evidence of shipwreck material on the seabed; 

• If geophysical data are not collected, the proposed positions of all moorings must be ground 
truthed by suitably qualified divers; 

• Should the reviews and ground truthing set out above identify wreck material at or near the 
location of any proposed mooring, micro-siting of the mooring and the possible implementation 
of an exclusion zone around the archaeological feature should be sufficient to mitigate the risks 
to the site. 

• Should any archaeological material, be accidentally encountered during the course of 
developing aquaculture operations in any of the proposed areas, work must cease in that area 
until the project archaeologist and SAHRA have been notified, the find has been assessed by 
the archaeologist, and agreement has been reached on how to deal with it. 

 
If the mitigation measures proposed above are implemented, the proposed development of aquaculture 
in Algoa 1, 6 and 7 is unlikely to have any impact on known or unknown maritime and underwater 
cultural heritage resources and is considered archaeologically acceptable. 
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Figure 1: General location map, showing the positions of proposed aquaculture Areas 1 (red), 6 
(green) and 7 (pink) in relation to the western half of Algoa bay. Note the purple area which denotes 
the territorial waters, and Algoa Bay’s position coastwards of that line inside South Africa’s internal 
waters. The red line shows the boundary of the Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality. Anchor 
Research & Monitoring Note: DAFF elected to exclude the southern portion of Algoa 1 from the 
application process.  The remaining Algoa 1 area is referred to as ‘Algoa 1 Option 1’ in the Draft BAR 
and Figure 2 of this report. DAFF has revised its priorities in respect of mariculture in Algoa Bay and 
would now like to nominate Option B (bivalve farming at Algoa 1 Option 1, bivalve farming at Algoa 6 
and finfish farming at Algoa 7) as the preferred Alternative Option Table 1. Finfish farming at Algoa 1 is 
therefore no longer considered. ............................................................................................................. 7 
Figure 2: The Precincts considered during the previous and current application for environmental 
authorisation for a sea-based Aquaculture Development Zone in Algoa Bay, Eastern Cape.  Precincts 
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2, 3, 4 and 5 were found to be unfeasible and were screened out. Precincts 1, 6 and 7 constitute 
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Figure 3: Maritime archaeological assessment study area for this report between Cape Recife and the 
mouth of the Sundays River (red arrows). The approximate areas assessed for heritage resources for 
each of the aquaculture areas are shown as the coloured squares. ..................................................... 12 
Figure 4: Possible extent of the South African continental shelf c.137,000 years ago (Source: Franklin 
et al, 2015) ........................................................................................................................................... 14 
Figure 5: The south coast continental shelf showing the water depths of 45, 75, 120 and 400 m. Algoa 
Bay (highlighted) is on the extreme right of the image. Note the likely course of the palaeo Sundays 
River across the pale blue -120 m coastal shelf (Source: Compton, 2011 from Cawthra, 2014). .......... 14 
Figure 6: Manuel de Mesquita Perestrelo’s 1575 map of the southern African coast. The Baia da 
Alagoa is marked with an arrow (Source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuel_de_Mesquita_Perestrelo) ............................................................ 17 
Figure 7: Military sketch of Algoa Bay probably dating from the early 19th century showing the original 
British blockhouse (red arrow) between the Baakens River and the gardens and Fort Frederick (yellow 
arrow) on the high ground above the river. Note the landing place on the sandy beach north of the river 
mouth (Source: VOC Atlas). ................................................................................................................. 18 
Figure 8: Undated map showing the landing place at Port Elizabeth. The Baakens River and Fort 
Frederick are shown to the south of the town, with the new breakwater south of the river mouth (orange 
arrow). Note the location of the anchorage for shipping (red arrow). The presence of the wreck of the 
Thunderbolt (yellow arrow) means that the map post-dates 1847 (Source: University of Cape Town 
Online Collection). ................................................................................................................................ 20 
Figure 9: Area 1 showing relation to coast and places mentioned in the text. Note the position of the 
SAS Haerlem roughly 400 m west of the aquaculture area boundary................................................... 24 
Figure 10: Proposed position of Area 6, north of the modern harbour of Port Elizabeth and adjacent to 
North End. Note the Baakens River flowing into the harbour. This indicates where the historical landing 
place and early harbour infrastructure was located. The red arrow shows the location of Darling Street, 
referred to by Koonhof in relation to the wreck of the Inchcape Rock (1902). ....................................... 25 
Figure 11: Area (red polygon) off North End identified by East Cape Scuba Diving as containing 
numerous historical shipwreck dive sites (Source: 
https://www.easterncapescubadiving.co.za/index.php?page_name=dive_site&dive_site_id=82) ......... 26 
Figure 12: Proposed position of Area 7, south east of the Port of Ngqura. St Croix Island is the largest 
of the three island marked on the map to the north east of the aquaculture area. ................................ 27 
 
Plate 1: Port Elizabeth in 1840 showing the first jetty. From a painting by Mr Piers (Source: 
http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-town-officials-residents-1840s/) ............................. 19 
Plate 2: The loss of Her Majesty’s Transport Charlotte on 20 September 1854 (Source: Illustrated 
London News) ...................................................................................................................................... 19 
Plate 3: The Baakens River with lagoon (in foreground) and river bridge in 1866 before the flood of the 
same year. The 1855 breakwater is shown with small vessel sheltering in its lee. Note the larger 
vessels lying in the anchorage offshore (Source: http://thecasualobserver.co.za/tag/baakens-river/). .. 20 
Plate 4: Surf boat working at Port Elizabeth (Source: Illustrated London News). ................................. 21 
Plate 5: Port Elizabeth between 1862 and 1869 showing vessels at anchor in the historical anchorage 
beyond the mouth of the Baakens River (Source: http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-
baakens-pristine-lagoon-commercial-area/) ......................................................................................... 21 
Plate 6: View across South End, Port Elizabeth in 1904 showing the North Jetty in the foreground and 
the south Jetty in the distance (Source: http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-whites-road/)
 ............................................................................................................................................................ 22 
Plate 7: Map published in the Easter Province Herald following the 1902 Gale, showing the 
approximate positions of the ships ashore on North End Beach (Source: 
http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-great-gale-1902/). .................................................. 22 
Plate 8: Shipping ashore on North End Beach after the Great Gale of 1902 (Source: 
http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-great-gale-1902/) ................................................... 23 
 
Table 1: Alternative options of precinct combinations involving Algoa 1, 6 and 7 considered in the Basic 
Assessment process for the proposed Algoa Bay Aquaculture Development Zone. ............................... 9 
Table 2: Alternative options of precinct combinations involving Algoa 1, 6 and 7 considered in the Basic 
Assessment process for the proposed Algoa Bay Aquaculture Development Zone. ............................. 30 



 6 

Table 3: Comparison of the sum of negative impact significance of alternative options A, B, C and D for 
the proposed sea-based Algoa Bay Aquaculture Development Zone on heritage resources (after 
mitigation). In Option A, both finfish and bivalve culture are proposed for Algoa 1, however, these 
impacts are not additive and therefore the impact scoring for the best case scenario was considered. 31 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
ACO Associates cc has been requested by Anchor Research & Monitoring (Pty) Ltd (Anchor) on behalf 
of Department of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) to undertake a desktop maritime 
archaeological impact assessment of three areas within Algoa Bay under consideration as aquaculture 
areas, namely Algoa 1, 6 and 7 (Figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1: General location map, showing the positions of proposed aquaculture Areas 1 (red), 6 (green) and 7 (pink) in 

relation to the western half of Algoa bay. Note the purple area which denotes the territorial waters, and Algoa Bay’s position 
coastwards of that line inside South Africa’s internal waters. The red line shows the boundary of the Nelson Mandela Bay 
Metropolitan Municipality. Anchor Research & Monitoring Note: DAFF elected to exclude the southern portion of Algoa 1 

from the application process.  The remaining Algoa 1 area is referred to as ‘Algoa 1 Option 1’ in the Draft BAR and Figure 2 
of this report. DAFF has revised its priorities in respect of mariculture in Algoa Bay and would now like to nominate Option B 
(bivalve farming at Algoa 1 Option 1, bivalve farming at Algoa 6 and finfish farming at Algoa 7) as the preferred Alternative 

Option Table 1. Finfish farming at Algoa 1 is therefore no longer considered. 

2. PROJECT BACKGROUND 
DAFF proposes to establish an Aquaculture Development Zone (ADZ) for the culture of bivalves and 
finfish in Algoa Bay in the Eastern Cape.  
 
A marine ADZ consists of a number of designated offshore areas, within which there are opportunities 
for expanding existing aquaculture operations and establishing new ones. Within each aquaculture 
area finfish cages, oyster long-lines and/or mussel rafts are installed and run by individual operators.  
 
According to the Background Information Document (BID) issued by Anchor in December 2018 
(Anchor 2018), a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) was undertaken for the entire South 
African coastline in 2009 to identify suitable aquaculture sites. In this assessment the Eastern Cape 
was highlighted as an area holding potential for the establishment of ADZs.  
 
A finer-scale SEA undertaken by DAFF in 2011 for finfish culture within Algoa Bay screened out a 
number of sites identified during the project development process (Algoa 2, 3, 4 and 6) and only two 
areas, Algoa 1 and 5, were taken forward into the EIA process as the most promising sites for 
aquaculture development (Figure 2). No heritage specialist study was requested or undertaken as part 
of the 2011 EIA process. 
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Figure 2: The Precincts considered during the previous and current application for environmental authorisation for a sea-

based Aquaculture Development Zone in Algoa Bay, Eastern Cape.  Precincts 2, 3, 4 and 5 were found to be unfeasible and 
were screened out. Precincts 1, 6 and 7 constitute feasible precincts and have been considered during the present Basic 

Assessment process. 

Environmental Authorisation (EA) was granted for Algoa 1 on 9 July 2014 but this was subsequently 
suspended by the national Minister of Environmental Affairs to allow for further studies, following a 
number of substantive appeals against the decision. 
 
In mid-2016, DAFF commissioned three comparative assessments, including a detailed feasibility 
study, a socio-economic assessment and a marine ecological assessment for Algoa 1 and 5.  The 
economic feasibility study found that conditions at Algoa 5 are sub-optimal for economic aquaculture 
and mitigation measures would be impractical or uneconomic to implement, which renders the 
proposed site not economically viable (Britz and Sauer 2016). 
 
DAFF has since withdrawn the original application for environmental authorisation and intends to 
submit a new application for the development of the ADZ for which a Basic Assessment process is 
required in terms of the 2017 EIA Regulations promulgated in terms of the National Environmental 
Management Act (Act 107 of 1998). 
 
Through this current BA process, DAFF intends applying for environmental authorisation for three 
aquaculture areas in Algoa Bay (refer to Figure 1 above). These are: 

• Area 1 (522 Ha), south east of Port Elizabeth harbour which was identified and considered in 
the previous BA and is being proposed again for finfish and bivalve production; Anchor 
Research & Monitoring notes: DAFF elected to exclude the southern portion of Algoa 1 from the 
application process.  The remaining Algoa 1 area is referred to as ‘Algoa 1 Option 1’ in the Draft 
BAR (Refer to the BAR Section 3.5.1 for more information).  The footprint has been reduced 
from 522 to 312 ha.  The size reduction does not influence the outcomes of the impact 
assessment (Pers. comm. John Gribble, ACO Associates). Furthermore, DAFF has revised its 
priorities in respect of mariculture in Algoa Bay and would now like to nominate Option B 
(bivalve farming at Algoa 1 Option 1, bivalve farming at Algoa 6 and finfish farming at Algoa 7) 
as the preferred Alternative Option (Table 1). The culture type is not important for the 
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assessment of Maritime Heritage Resources and the outcomes of the impact assessment 
remain unchanged. 

• Algoa 6 (495 Ha), situated directly north of Port Elizabeth harbour, which was identified in the 
Scoping Phase of the original EIA and will be considered in this application for bivalve (oysters 
and mussels) production; and 

• Algoa 7 (355 Ha), a new area located directly outside of the Port of Coega which is being 
proposed for finfish production. 

 
DAFF proposes to farm both bivalves and finfish in Algoa Bay and therefore the approach to choosing 
alternatives has changed from considering individual precincts as alternatives to each other (i.e. the 
previous process chose Algoa 5 as an alternative to Algoa 1) to considering combination of precincts 
as alternative options.  The proposed combinations of alternative options are shown in Table 1. 

Table 1: Alternative options of precinct combinations involving Algoa 1, 6 and 7 considered in the Basic Assessment 
process for the proposed Algoa Bay Aquaculture Development Zone. 

Option Algoa 1 Algoa 7 Algoa 6 

A Finfish & Bivalve Finfish Bivalve 

B Bivalve Finfish Bivalve 

C X Finfish Bivalve 

D X X X 

 
Among the potential impacts associated with the proposed development of the aquaculture in Algoa 
Bay are impacts on maritime heritage resources caused by mooring the finfish cages, oyster long-lines 
and mussel rafts to the seabed.  
 
During the previous environmental assessment process, the South African Heritage Resources Agency 
(SAHRA) did not request a heritage specialist study due to the large area considered for the ADZ, 
indicating instead that individual operators would be required to conduct an underwater survey for the 
specific areas chosen within the ADZ prior to commencement of the operational phase.  
 
No maritime heritage specialist study was thus submitted as part of the previous application for 
Environmental Authorisation.  

3. RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

3.1. National Heritage Resources Act (No 29 of 1999) 

The National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) came into force in 2000 with the establishment of the 
SAHRA, replacing the National Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969 as amended) and the National 
Monuments Council as the national agency responsible for the management of South Africa’s cultural 
heritage resources.  
 
The NHRA reflects the tripartite (national/provincial/local) nature of public administration under the 
South African Constitution and makes provision for the devolution of cultural heritage management to 
the appropriate, competent level of government. Because national government is responsible for the 
management of the seabed below the high water mark, however, the management of maritime and 
underwater cultural heritage resources under the NHRA does not devolve to provincial or local heritage 
resources authorities but remains the responsibility of the national agency, SAHRA. 
 
The NHRA gives legal definition to the range and extent of what are considered to be South Africa’s 
heritage resources. According to Section 2(xvi) of the Act a heritage resource is “any place or object of 
cultural significance”. This means that the object or place has aesthetic, architectural, historical, 
scientific, social, spiritual, linguistic or technological value or significance. 
 
In terms of the definitions provided in Section 2 of the NHRA, maritime and underwater cultural 
heritage can include the following sites and/or material relevant to this assessment: 
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• material remains of human activity which are in a state of disuse and are in or on land [which 
includes land under water] and which are older than 100 years, including artefacts, human and 
hominid remains and artificial features and structures (Section 2(ii)); 

• wrecks, being any vessel or aircraft, or any part thereof, which was wrecked in South Africa, 
whether on land, in the internal waters, the territorial waters or in the maritime culture zone of 
the Republic, a defined respectively in sections 3, 4 and 6 of the Maritime Zones Act, 1994 (Act 
No. 15 of 1994), and any cargo, debris or artefacts found or associated therewith, which is older 
than 60 years or which SAHRA considers to be worthy of conservation (Section 2(ii)); and 

• any movable property of cultural significance which may be protected in terms of any provisions 
of the NHRA, including any archaeological artefact or palaeontological specimen (Section 
2(xxix)). 

 
Of the heritage resource types protected by the NHRA, the marine aquaculture operations have the 
potential to impact the following: 

• submerged pre-colonial archaeological sites and materials; and 
• maritime and underwater cultural heritage sites and material, which are principally historical 

shipwrecks. 
 
As per the definitions provided above, these cultural heritage resources are protected by the NHRA 
and a permit from SAHRA is required to destroy, damage, excavate, alter, deface or otherwise disturb 
any such site or material. 
 
It is also important to be aware that in terms of Section 35(2) of the NHRA, all archaeological objects 
and palaeontological material is the property of the State and must, where recovered from a site, be 
lodged with an appropriate museum or other public institution. 
 

3.2. Maritime Zones Act (No 15 of 1994) 

South Africa’s Maritime Zones Act of 1994 is the national legislative embodiment of the international 
maritime zones set out in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).  
 
The Act defines the extent of the territorial waters, contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 
and continental shelf which together comprises some 4.34 million square kilometres of seabed, and 
sets out South Africa’s rights and responsibilities in respect of these various maritime zones. 
 
Under the terms of the maritime zones established by the Act, the application of the NHRA applies 
within South Africa’s territorial waters (12 nautical miles seaward of the baseline) and extends to the 
outer limit of the maritime cultural zone (24 nautical miles seaward of the baseline). Any offshore 
activities that have the potential to disturb or damage cultural heritage resources located in or on the 
seabed within the territorial waters and maritime cultural zone require the involvement of SAHRA, as a 
commenting body in respect of the National Environmental Management Act EIA process and as 
permitting authority where impacts to sites or material cannot be avoided and damage or destruction 
will occur. 
 
Because they are located in a bay, all three of the proposed Algoa Bay aquaculture areas are landward 
of the territorial water baseline within what Section 3 of the Maritime Zones Act defines as South 
Africa’s internal waters (see Figure 1 above). In terms of Section 3(2) of the Act, “any law in force in 
the Republic, including the common law, shall also apply in its internal waters”. 

 

3.3. National Environmental Management Act (Act No 107 of 1998) 

The National Environmental Management Act (No 107 of 1998) (NEMA) provides a framework for the 
integration of environmental issues into the planning, design, decision-making and implementation of 
plans and development proposals that are likely to have a negative effect on the environment.  
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Regulations governing the environmental authorisation (EA) process have been promulgated in terms 
of NEMA and include the EIA Regulations (GNR R326/2017) and Listing Notices (LN) 1-3 (R327, R325 
and R324) that list activities requiring an EA. 
 
In respect of the proposed Algoa Bay aquaculture areas, it has been determined that the proposed 
project triggers a number of activities listed in LN1 and LN3 and that an application for EA should follow 
a Basic Assessment, rather than a Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (or EIA) process. 
 
The BA process aims to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts (negative and positive) 
and the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) should recommend how potential negative impacts can be 
effectively mitigated and how benefits can be enhanced. 
 
As stated above, no maritime heritage specialist study was undertaken as part of the previous 
environmental assessment process. As a commenting body, SAHRA was approached with respect to 
the current process1, and has indicated that they will require a desktop Heritage Impact Assessment for 
the application. 

4. METHODOLOGY 
This desktop report provides an assessment of the maritime and underwater cultural heritage potential 
of the three proposed aquaculture areas described above and within the study area defined in Section 
4.1 below. 
 
The report includes a short description of what comprises South Africa’s maritime and underwater 
cultural heritage and the maritime history of Algoa Bay, followed by a discussion of potential maritime 
heritage resources of each of the three aquaculture areas within that wider context. 
 
The report draws information from readily available documentary sources and databases, including 
SAHRA’s Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage database, a database of underwater heritage 
resources maintained by ACO Associates, and from relevant primary and secondary sources and aims 
to identify as accurately as possible the maritime heritage resources within each of the proposed 
aquaculture areas. 
 
An assessment of the potential impacts of the proposed project on maritime and underwater cultural 
heritage resources is provided and this is supported by recommendations for measures to mitigate 
possible impacts arising from the development of aquaculture operations in the three areas proposed.  

4.1. Maritime Study Area 

The study area for this maritime archaeological assessment has been defined as that portion of Algoa 
Bay that falls within the boundary of the Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality. It is the area 
that extends from Cape Recife in the south to the mouth of the Sundays River near Colchester in the 
north (see Figure 3). 
 
The relative inaccuracy of shipwrecks records suggests that the application of this fairly large study 
area is appropriate.  
 
Within the broad study area, however, this report tries to narrow down, as far as possible, the maritime 
archaeological potential specific to each proposed aquaculture areas. 

4.2. Limitations 

South Africa’s record of maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources is based on a mix of 
information derived from historical documents and other secondary sources, and from very limited 
primary sources such as geophysical data and other field-based observations and site recordings.  

                                                
1 Email correspondence between Vera Massie of Anchor Environmental and Lesa la Grange of SAHRA dated 4 and 5 
February 2019. Note that this correspondence does not serve as an official statutory comment in terms of Section 38 of the 
National Heritage Resources Act and is merely intended to guide the applicant. 
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While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information presented below, the 
reliance on secondary data sources means that there are considerable gaps and inaccuracies in this 
record, the locations of most of the wrecks referred to in the following sections are approximate and the 
potential exists for currently unknown and/or unrecorded maritime heritage sites to be encountered in 
the course of the proposed project. 
 

 
Figure 3: Maritime archaeological assessment study area for this report between Cape Recife and the mouth of the 

Sundays River (red arrows). The approximate areas assessed for heritage resources for each of the aquaculture areas are 
shown as the coloured squares.  

5. UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE 
South Africa has a rich and diverse underwater cultural heritage. Strategically located on the historical 
trade route between Europe and the East, South Africa’s rugged and dangerous coastline has 
witnessed more than its fair share of shipwrecks and maritime dramas in the last 500 years. At least 
2400 vessels are known to have sunk, grounded, or been wrecked, abandoned or scuttled in South 
African waters since the early 1500s. This doesn’t include the as yet unproven potential for shipwrecks 
and other sites that relate to pre-European, Indian Ocean maritime exploration, trade and interactions 
along the South African east coast. 
 
In addition to historical shipwrecks, the record of South Africa’s long association with the sea is much 
broader and extends far back into prehistory. This element of our maritime and underwater cultural 
heritage is represented around the South African coast by thousands of pre-colonial shell middens and 
large numbers of tidal fish traps, which reflect prehistoric human exploitation of marine resources since 
the Middle Stone Age, more than 150,000 years ago. Another, until recently, largely unacknowledged 
and unexplored aspect of our maritime and underwater cultural heritage are pre-colonial terrestrial 
archaeological sites and palaeolandscapes which are now inundated by the sea. 
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This assessment considers maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources in the Algoa 1, 6 and 
7, namely submerged prehistoric resources and historical shipwrecks. 

5.1. Submerged Prehistory 

Since the start of the Quaternary, approximately 2.6 million years ago, the world has been subject to a 
series of cooling and warming climatic cycles in which sea level was mainly lower than it is today. 
During the last 900,000 years, global sea levels have fluctuated substantially on at least three 
occasions, the result of increased and decreased polar glaciation. The dropping of sea levels was 
caused by the locking up in the polar ice caps of huge quantities of seawater as global temperatures 
cooled. The most extreme recent sea level drop occurred between circa 20,000 and 17,000 years ago 
when at the height of the last glaciation (Marine Isotope Stage (MIS) 2) the sea was more than 120 m 
lower than it is today (Waelbroeck et al, 2002; Rohling et al, 2009). 
 
As with the MIS 2 low sea level stand, those which corresponded with MIS 4 (~70,000 years ago), MIS 
6 (~190,000 years ago), MIS 8 (~301,000 years ago) and MIS 12 (~478,000 years ago) would have 
“added a large coastal plain to the South African land mass” (Van Andel, 1989:133) where parts of the 
continental shelf were exposed as dry land (see Cawthra et al, 2016) (Figure 4). 
 
The exposure of the continental shelf would have been most pronounced on the wide Agulhas Bank off 
the southern and eastern Cape coast, and it is estimated that a new area of land, as much as 80,000 
km2 in extent, was exposed during the successive glacial maxima (Fisher et al, 2010). Figure 5 below 
gives an indication of the extent of the continental shelf exposure on the south coast during the second 
to last glaciation (MIS 6). 
 
The exposed continental shelf was quickly populated by terrestrial flora and fauna, and also by our 
human ancestors who were dependant on these resources (Compton, 2011). As a result, for periods 
numbering in the tens of thousands of years on at least three occasions during the last 500,000 years 
our ancestors inhabited areas of what is now seabed around the South African coast. This means that 
a large part of the archaeological record of the later Earlier, Middle and early Late Stone Age is located 
on the continental shelf and is now “inundated and for all practical purposes absent from [that] record” 
(Van Andel, 1989:133-134). 
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Figure 4: Possible extent of the South African continental shelf c.137,000 years ago (Source: Franklin et al, 2015) 

 
Figure 5: The south coast continental shelf showing the water depths of 45, 75, 120 and 400 m. Algoa Bay (highlighted) is 
on the extreme right of the image. Note the likely course of the palaeo Sundays River across the pale blue -120 m coastal 

shelf (Source: Compton, 2011 from Cawthra, 2014).  

Until relatively recently there was little or no access to the submerged prehistoric landscapes and sites 
on the continental shelf, although evidence from various parts of the world of drowned, formerly 
terrestrial landscapes hinted at the tantalising prospect of prehistoric archaeological sites on and within 
the current seabed. Perhaps the best-known example of such evidence is archaeological material and 
late Pleistocene faunal remains recovered in the nets of fishing trawlers in the North Sea between the 



 15 

United Kingdom and the Netherlands throughout the 20th century (Peeters et al, 2009; Peeters, 2011) 
and the University of Birmingham’s recent archaeological interpretation of 3D seismic data, collected in 
the same area by the oil and gas industry, which has revealed well-preserved prehistoric landscape 
features across the southern North Sea (Fitch et al, 2005, Gaffney et al, 2010). 
 
Closer to home, there is archaeological evidence for a prehistoric human presence in what is now 
Table Bay. In 1995 and 1996 during the excavation of two Dutch East India Company shipwrecks, the 
Oosterland and Waddinxveen, divers recovered three Early Stone Age handaxes from the seabed 
under the wrecks. The stone tools, which are between 300,000 and 1.4 million years old, were found at 
a depth of 7-8 m below mean sea level and were associated with Pleistocene sediments from an 
ancient submerged and infilled river channel. Their unrolled and unworn condition indicate that they 
had not been carried to their current position by the ancient river and suggests that they were found 
more or less where they were dropped by Early Stone Age hominins more than 300,000 years ago, 
when the sea level was at least 10 m lower than it is today (Werz and Flemming, 2001; Werz et al, 
2014). 
 
Ancient river courses, whose channels are today buried under modern seabed sediment, would have 
been an important focus for hominin activity on the exposed continental shelf in the past and as 
demonstrated in Table Bay there is the potential for the occurrence of ancient, submerged 
archaeological material in association with palaeo-river channels.  
 
Where alluvial sediment within these channels has survived post-glacial marine transgressions there is 
also the potential to recover palaeoenvironmental data (pollens, foraminifera and diatoms, for example) 
which can contribute contextual information to our understanding of the ancient human occupation of 
South Africa. 

5.1.1. Submerged Prehistory of Algoa Bay area 

There have, to date, been no specific studies of the submerged prehistory of Algoa Bay. However, the 
archaeological evidence for a hominin presence in the Algoa Bay region in the Earlier, Middle and 
Later Stone Age is plentiful.  
 
Earlier and Middle Stone Age lithic material has been found in the in the Sundays River Valley, while at 
the important site of Amanzi Springs, 40 km north of the Port Elizabeth near Addo, Earlier Stone Age 
artefacts are found in situ with well-preserved plant and faunal remains within spring sediments 
(Deacon, 1970).  
 
There is Later Stone Age archaeological material preserved in caves and rock shelters, such as 
Melkhoutboom Cave, in the Cape Fold Belt Mountain surrounding Port Elizabeth (see Deacon and 
Deacon, 1963; Deacon, 1976; Binneman, 1997) and large numbers of coastal shell middens have 
been reported at Humewood, St. George’s Strand and the Coega River Mouth (Rudner, 1968).  
 
Most recently, Binneman and Webley (1997) reported thirteen shell middens and stone tool scatters 
about 500 m east of the Coega River mouth in the archaeological assessment carried out for the 
development of maritime infrastructure for the Port of Ngqura. Importantly, some of this archaeological 
material was recorded in secondary context in the gravels from older river terraces along the banks of 
the Coega River – a context reminiscent of the Table Bay finds referred to earlier. 
 
Also important to note is the presence in Algoa Bay of a late Quaternary of consolidated, calcareous 
aeolianite, known as the Nahoon Formation, which was deposited during sea level regressions 
associated with the last two glacial periods. The Nahoon Formation outcrops between Plettenberg Bay 
and East London and is known to preserve vertebrate trackways, estimated to be approximately 124 
000 years old, which include the footprints of a young human child in the sandstone at Nahoon Point 
north of East London in 1964 (Roberts, 2008). Where Nahoon Formation outcrops survive below the 
current sea level, there is the potential for them to preserve further trackways and also archaeological 
material. 
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The rivers that currently feed into Algoa Bay would, during times of lower sea level in the past, have 
flowed across the exposed floor of the bay and are likely to have been an activity and resource focus 
for hominins.  
 
As in Table Bay and elsewhere in the world, there is thus the potential for the preservation within 
current seabed sediments of Algoa Bay of pre-colonial archaeological sites and material. 

5.2. Maritime History of the South African coast 

In 1498 the Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama finally pioneered the elusive sea route around Africa 
from Europe to the East. Since then, the southern tip of the African continent has played a vital role in 
global economic and maritime affairs, and until the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, represented the 
most viable route between Europe and the markets of the East (Axelson, 1973; Turner, 1988; Gribble, 
2002; Gribble and Sharfman, 2013). 
 
The South African coast is rugged and the long fetch and deep offshore waters mean that the force 
and size of seas around the South African coast are considerable, a situation exacerbated by 
prevailing seasonal winds. 
 
The geographical position of the South African coast on the historical route to the East and the physical 
conditions mariners could expect to encounter in these waters have, in the last five centuries, been 
responsible for the large number of maritime casualties which today form the bulk of South Africa’s 
maritime and underwater cultural heritage (Gribble, 2002). 
 
At least 2400 vessels are known to have sunk, grounded, or been wrecked, abandoned or scuttled in 
South African waters since the early 1500s. More than 1900 of these wrecks are more than 60 years 
old and are thus protected by the NHRA as archaeological resources. This list is by no means 
complete and does not include the as yet unproven potential for shipwrecks and other sites that relate 
to pre-European, Indian Ocean maritime exploration, trade and interactions along the South African 
east coast. It is, thus anticipated that further research in local and foreign archives, together with 
physical surveys to locate the remains of historical shipwrecks will produce a final tally of more than 
3000. 
 
For obvious historical reasons, the earliest known South African wrecks are Portuguese, dating to the 
sixteenth century when that country held sway over the route to the East. Due to the later, more 
prolonged ascendancy of first the Dutch and then the British in European trade with the East and 
control at the Cape, the majority of wrecks along the South African coast are Dutch and British. 
However, at least 36 other nationalities are represented amongst the other wrecks that litter the South 
African coast. 
 
Da Gama’s maritime incursion into the Indian Ocean laid the foundation for more than 500 years of 
subsequent European maritime activity in the waters off the South African coast. The Portuguese and 
other European nations who followed their lead around the Cape and into the Indian Ocean, however, 
joined a maritime trade network that was thousands of years old and in which east and south east 
Africa was an important partner.  
 
This trade spanned the Indian Ocean and linked the Far East, South East Asia, India, the Indian Ocean 
islands and Africa. Archaeological evidence from Africa points to an ancient trade in African products – 
gold, skins, ivory and slaves – in exchange for beads, cloth, porcelain, iron and copper. The physical 
evidence for this trade includes Persian and Chinese ceramics excavated sites on African Iron Age like 
Khami, Mapungubwe and Great Zimbabwe (see Garlake, 1968, Huffman, 1972, Chirikure, 2014), glass 
trade beads found in huge numbers on archaeological sites across eastern and southern Africa (Wood, 
2012). 
 
There is shipwreck evidence on the East African coast for this pre-European Indian Ocean trade (see 
for example Pollard et al 2016) and clear archaeological and documentary evidence that this trade 
network extended at least as far south as Maputo in Mozambique. This suggests that there is the 



 17 

potential for shipwrecks and other sites that relate to pre-European, Indian Ocean maritime exploration, 
trade and interactions to exist along the South African east coast and offshore waters. 
 
The more than 2500 historical shipwrecks that make up the bulk of South Africa’s underwater cultural 
heritage are a thus huge, cosmopolitan, repository of information about mainly global maritime trade 
during the last five centuries and potentially much further back into the past. These sites contain a 
wealth of cultural material associated with that trade and clues to the political, economic, social and 
cultural changes that accompanied this trade and which contributed to the creation of the modern 
world. 

5.2.1. Maritime History of Algoa Bay 

Algoa Bay is a wide, relatively shallow (<70 m), eastward-facing bay whose crenulate shape is the 
result of the dominant swell from the south-west. The bay is not a natural harbour, but is nevertheless a 
safe anchorage for much of the year because the dominant winds are from the southwest, with an 
increase in the frequency of winds with an easterly component during the summer months. The 
strongest winds occur during October and November and it was these south-easterly gales which 
historically decimated shipping in the bay (Inggs, 1986; Schumann et al, 2005). 
 
The first European observation of the bay was by Bartholemeu Dias in 1488 shortly before his crew 
forced him to turn back for home. He described the bay named it Baia da Roca. By the time Manuel de 
Mesquita Perestrelo, the Portuguese navigator and cartographer was commissioned to chart the 
southern African coastline in 1575, the bay was being called Bahia da Lagoa, and subsequently Baia 
da Alagoa, after a small lagoon at the mouth of the Swartkops River, from which it’s modern name is 
derived (Inggs, 1986; Knox-Johnston, 1989; 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuel_de_Mesquita_Perestrelo) (Figure 6). 
 

 
Figure 6: Manuel de Mesquita Perestrelo’s 1575 map of the southern African coast. The Baia da Alagoa is marked with an 

arrow (Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuel_de_Mesquita_Perestrelo) 

At the time of the First British Occupation of the Cape (1785-1803) little was known by the colonial 
government about Algoa Bay and in 1797 the Governor sent John Barrow to the eastern districts of the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuel_de_Mesquita_Perestrelo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuel_de_Mesquita_Perestrelo
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Cape to report on Algoa Bay's potential as a harbour and the best way to defend it. At the same time 
the navy sent Lieutenant William Rice to survey the coast of the bay. 
 
Until then no attempt had been made to use Algoa Bay as a port and, according to Inggs (1986:17), “as 
late as 1785 local inhabitants reported that they had never seen ships in the bay”. 
 
Barrow found the most suitable landing place to be on the beach north of the Baakens River mouth 
(Figure 8) and in 1799, following unrest in the eastern districts, the government decided there was a 
need to protect the landing and watering place at Algoa Bay. A wooden blockhouse overlooking the 
Baakens River was built, and shortly thereafter replaced by a stone redoubt on the steep hill 
overlooking the river - Fort Frederick (Inggs, 1986) (see Figure 7). 
 

 
Figure 7: Military sketch of Algoa Bay probably dating from the early 19th century showing the original British blockhouse 
(red arrow) between the Baakens River and the gardens and Fort Frederick (yellow arrow) on the high ground above the 

river. Note the landing place on the sandy beach north of the river mouth (Source: VOC Atlas).  

Port Elizabeth owes its foundation, and Algoa Bay its position as South Africa’s second port to the 
arrival in 1820 of 5000 British immigrants, brought to the eastern Cape as part of a government 
scheme to strengthen the eastern boundary of the colony. The bulk of these settlers were landed on 
the beach next to the Baakens River and below Fort Frederick (Ingpen, 1979; Inggs 1986). 
  
With people came trade and commerce and Algoa Bay soon became a busy port providing a link for 
the eastern Cape with Cape Town and England, with wool becoming the major export (Ingpen, 1979; 
Turner, 1988; Knox-Johnston, 1989). 
 
Increasing number of vessels visited the bay. Ingpen (1979) refers to 40 vessels were anchored in the 
bay in June 1859, for example, and with this increased shipping came greater numbers of casualties. 
Inggs (1986:3) comments that in comparison with Table Bay, which was a really dangerous anchorage 
in the winter and where the development of a harbour was thus vital, such facilities at Port Elizabeth 
“would merely add to the convenience of shipping”. As a result, no formal infrastructure was started 
until 1840 when a jetty was built, only to be destroyed in a storm in 1843 (Plate 1). 
 
Two decades later in 1855, after Her Majesty’s Transport Charlotte (Plate 2) was wrecked on the rocks 
at the bottom of Jetty Street in 1854 with the loss of 62 soldiers, 16 women and 26 children, a 



 19 

breakwater was built to shield the landing place (Figure 8 and Plate 3). The area in the lee of the 
breakwater quickly silted up, however, and became too shallow to use, and after the Baakens River 
came down in flood in 1867 the breakwater was unusable and had to be demolished (Morris, 2005; 
Goschen and Schumann, 2011).  

 

 
Plate 1: Port Elizabeth in 1840 showing the first jetty. From a painting by Mr Piers (Source: 

http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-town-officials-residents-1840s/) 

 
Plate 2: The loss of Her Majesty’s Transport Charlotte on 20 September 1854 (Source: Illustrated London News) 

 

http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-town-officials-residents-1840s/
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Figure 8: Undated map showing the landing place at Port Elizabeth. The Baakens River and Fort Frederick are shown to 

the south of the town, with the new breakwater south of the river mouth (orange arrow). Note the location of the anchorage 
for shipping (red arrow). The presence of the wreck of the Thunderbolt (yellow arrow) means that the map post-dates 1847 

(Source: University of Cape Town Online Collection).  

 

Plate 3: The Baakens River with lagoon (in foreground) and river bridge in 1866 before the flood of the same year. The 
1855 breakwater is shown with small vessel sheltering in its lee. Note the larger vessels lying in the anchorage offshore 

(Source: http://thecasualobserver.co.za/tag/baakens-river/). 

The landing and shipping of goods and passengers therefore continued in surfboats from the open 
beach, through Algoa Bay’s notorious surf to ships lying in the anchorage (Plate 4). At various times 
from the 1820s formal moorings – presumably consisting of anchors and chains - were laid opposite 
the landing beach (see position of shipping on Figure 8 above and Plate 5 below) to improve the 
holding and safety of ships at anchor. It is possible that the remains of these moorings may still be 
present in or on the seabed (Inggs, 1986; Knox-Johnston, 1989). 

http://thecasualobserver.co.za/tag/baakens-river/
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Plate 4: Surf boat working at Port Elizabeth (Source: Illustrated London News). 

 
Plate 5: Port Elizabeth between 1862 and 1869 showing vessels at anchor in the historical anchorage beyond the mouth of 
the Baakens River (Source: http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-baakens-pristine-lagoon-commercial-area/) 

These moorings did little to protect shipping from Algoa Bay’s south-easterly gales and large numbers 
of ships were wrecked, particularly on the beaches north of the Baakens River. In 1859, 10 vessels 
were wrecked on North End beach. Ten years later in 1869, 11 of the 13 vessels at anchor in the bay 
were beached. The construction of the North (1870) and South Jetties (1884) (see Plate 6) were of 
limited help as they did not provide an anchorage, and casualties continued to mount. Four ships were 
wrecked in a south-easter in 1872, nine were beached in similar circumstances in 1888, two were 
wrecked in 1892 and a total of 27 vessels were beached or destroyed in two major gales in 1902 (21 
casualties) and 1903 (6 casualties) (Plate 7 and Plate 8) (Turner, 1988; Goschen and Schumann, 
2011).  

http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-baakens-pristine-lagoon-commercial-area/
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Plate 6: View across South End, Port Elizabeth in 1904 showing the North Jetty in the foreground and the south Jetty in the 

distance (Source: http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-whites-road/) 

 
Plate 7: Map published in the Easter Province Herald following the 1902 Gale, showing the approximate positions of the 

ships ashore on North End Beach (Source: http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-great-gale-1902/).  

Proper harbour works were finally sanctioned in 1914. The Dom Pedro Jetty was completed in 1920 
and the Burton Breakwater which curved around the new harbour was finished in 1931 (Inggs, 1986; 
Goschen and Schumann, 2011). 
 
An unanticipated consequence of the construction of the Port Elizabeth harbour was the blocking of 
longshore sand movement along the coast of the bay, leading to the rapid erosion of the beaches north 
of the harbour because of a lack of sand replenishment (Goschen and Schumann, 2011). According to 
Goschen and Schumann (2011) a 1970 study by the CSIR found that the coastline eroded by more 
than 200 m in places between 1899 and 1969, particularly in the area between the harbour and the 
Papenkuils River mouth.  
 

http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-whites-road/
http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-great-gale-1902/
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Plate 8: Shipping ashore on North End Beach after the Great Gale of 1902 (Source: http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-

elizabeth-yore-great-gale-1902/) 

5.2.2. Shipwrecks of Algoa Bay and Port Elizabeth 

The local records consulted for this study - SAHRIS (http://www.sahra.org.za/sahris) a shipwreck 
database compiled by Fedde Van den Bosch (2014) and the shipwreck database maintained by ACO 
Associates - contain records of 310 potential wrecks within the study area defined in Section 4.1 
above, namely that portion of Algoa Bay between Cape Recife and the mouth of the Sundays River 
(Figure 3). A gazetteer of these wrecks is provided in Appendix 1. 
 
More than half of the vessels in the gazetteer (171) are recorded as having been wrecked and their 
remains can thus be expected to be present in or on the seabed in some form. These casualties are 
dealt with in more detail in the following sections that deal with each aquaculture area. 
 
Fifty-five of the vessels listed as Algoa Bay casualties were reported as having grounded, a term which 
often implies that the vessel concerned was subsequently refloated and did not become a wreck. It is 
known with certainty that 13 of the grounded vessels listed in the gazetteer were refloated but the fate 
of the remaining 42 vessels is not clear. As a precaution, therefore, these vessels have been retained 
in the total wreck count for each proposed aquaculture area as their remains may be present on the 
seabed. Similarly, the fate of a further 51 vessels is not recorded. The assumption must be that they 
were wrecked and the precautionary principle requires that they too are included, rather than excluded 
from the shipwreck list. 
 
Six wrecks recorded on the databases consulted are currently less than 60 years of age and are thus 
not protected by the NHRA as heritage resources. That being said, if such wrecks fall within the 
proposed development area they can pose a risk to the project in terms of damage to machinery and 
aquaculture infrastructure, and for that reason have also been retained in the overall count of sites that 
may lie within each of the three aquaculture areas.  
 
Lastly, and something that must be considered in relation to the development of aquaculture in all three 
proposed areas, the records list a further 147 shipping casualties only as “Algoa Bay” or “Port 
Elizabeth” and these wrecks could be anywhere in the bay. The likelihood is that the bulk of them will 
be in the vicinity of the modern harbour and North End (i.e. around Algoa 6), given the centrality of that 
portion of the bay to historical shipping activity, but others will be occur elsewhere in the bay. The 

http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-great-gale-1902/
http://thecasualobserver.co.za/port-elizabeth-yore-great-gale-1902/
http://www.sahra.org.za/sahris
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potential presence of these wrecks must be taken into account in respect of the development of all 
three proposed aquaculture areas. 
 
5.2.2.1 Shipwrecks in Algoa 1 
The area between Cape Recife and Port Elizabeth harbour (Figure 9) has a relatively low number of 
recorded maritime casualties (20), a reflection of it being south of the main historical shipping 
anchorage and landing place (see Appendix 2).  
 

 
Figure 9: Area 1 showing relation to coast and places mentioned in the text. Note the position of the SAS Haerlem roughly 

400 m west of the aquaculture area boundary. 

Of these wrecks, only the position of the SAS Haerlem, a South African Navy frigate scuttled as an 
artificial reef in 1987 is known with accuracy. This wreck is too young to be protected by the NHRA, 
and located roughly 400 m west of the inshore boundary of the proposed aquaculture area, is very 
unlikely to be affected by, or affect the development of aquaculture in the area. 
 
The distance of the proposed aquaculture area offshore – 2.5 km at its nearest point to the coast – 
means that the 11 ships listed as having been wrecked (which usually means fetching up on the beach 
or rocks, close inshore) and two others (Kayena (1957) and Aberystroith (1897)) whose places of loss 
imply wrecking, are unlikely to be within the proposed development area.  
 
Three casualties are listed as “grounded and refloated” (Outeniqua (1937), Rhodesia (1917) and Dover 
Castle (1914)) and can be discounted from being present in the aquaculture area. 
 
Two wrecks on the list in Appendix 2 could lie within the aquaculture area. These are: 

• Matilda (1838) which foundered in deep water after striking rocks off Cape Recife while trying to 
enter the bay; and  
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• Dangerous Wreck, an unnamed, dispersed wreck site reported east of Humewood by the South 
African Naval Hydrographer in 1969. 

 
As mentioned already, it is possible that some of the 147 shipping casualties which the records list only 
as “Algoa Bay” or “Port Elizabeth” will have occurred in the vicinity of Algoa 1, and the potential 
presence of some of these wrecks in or on the seabed in Algoa 1 must be considered a possibility. 
  
5.2.2.2 Shipwrecks in Algoa 6 
Algoa 6 is located in the area of Algoa Bay with the highest concentration of recorded historical 
shipwrecks. As described above, this was the area, in the most protected portion of the bay, where the 
historical landing place was situated adjacent to the Baakens River mouth, where, as a result, the 
anchorage was located directly offshore and where the early shipping-related infrastructure 
development took place in Algoa Bay (Figure 8 and Figure 10). 
 

 
Figure 10: Proposed position of Area 6, north of the modern harbour of Port Elizabeth and adjacent to North End. Note the 
Baakens River flowing into the harbour. This indicates where the historical landing place and early harbour infrastructure 

was located. The red arrow shows the location of Darling Street, referred to by Koonhof in relation to the wreck of the 
Inchcape Rock (1902). 

In the area from and including the modern harbour in the south to the mouth of the Swartkops River in 
the north, there are records of 109 historical shipwrecks having occurred (Appendix 3). Thirty of these 
occurred around the Baakens River and near the historical jetties and their remains, where they survive 
on the seabed, are now under land reclaimed for the modern harbour. These wrecks can thus be 
discounted from further consideration in this report. 
 
The remaining 79 casualties occurred north of the modern harbour, the bulk at North End, which lies 
immediately west of the proposed aquaculture area (Figure 10). Others are spread up the coast 
though New Brighton and Deal Party towards the Swartkops River. Five of these vessels are recorded 
as having been refloated after grounding, which leaves 74 wrecks known to have occurred at locations 
in the immediate environs of Algoa 6.  
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With regard to the 147 shipping casualties which the records list only as “Algoa Bay” or “Port 
Elizabeth”, given the centrality of the portion of the bay around and adjacent to Algoa 6 to historical 
shipping activity, a good proportion of these wrecks must have occurred in the vicinity of the proposed 
aquaculture area and the potential presence of some of these wrecks in or on the seabed in Algoa 6 
must be considered a possibility. 
 
With respect to the presence of wrecks on the seabed at North End, Koornhof (1997) mentions that the 
bowsprit of the Inchcape Rock (1902) still sticks out of the water near Darling Street on North End 
Beach, while East Cape Scuba Diving highlights the area marked in red in Figure 11 below as 
containing a large amount of wreckage on the seabed. The highlighted area corresponds with a 
substantial portion of Algoa 6, and indicates that historical shipwrecks are known to be present on the 
seabed in at least the southern half of the proposed aquaculture area 
(https://www.easterncapescubadiving.co.za/index.php?page_name=dive_site&dive_site_id=82). 
 

 
Figure 11: Area (red polygon) off North End identified by East Cape Scuba Diving as containing numerous historical 

shipwreck dive sites (Source: 
https://www.easterncapescubadiving.co.za/index.php?page_name=dive_site&dive_site_id=82) 

 
5.2.2.3 Shipwrecks in Algoa 7 
The area around Coega, where Algoa 7 is proposed south of the new Port of Ngqura, has only six 
recorded shipping casualties (Figure 12 and Appendix 4). As with Area 1, this is probably a factor of 
its distance from the main historical shipping anchorage and landing place. 
 
Three of the shipping losses in the vicinity of Area 7 were wrecked at or near the mouth of the Coega 
River (Portsmouth (1866), Harbinger (1859) and Oaklands (1860)), while the Anne Marie (1872) was 
lost somewhere on the coast between the Swartkops River and Smelly Creek, north and south of Area 
7 respectively.  
 
The other two wrecks (Kerriefontein (1976) and Capensis (1960)) are fishing vessels lost off St Croix 
Island which lies more than 14 km north-east of Area 7. Both of these latter two wrecks are also 
currently too young to be protected by the NHRA. 

https://www.easterncapescubadiving.co.za/index.php?page_name=dive_site&dive_site_id=82
https://www.easterncapescubadiving.co.za/index.php?page_name=dive_site&dive_site_id=82
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From the available records it is unlikely that the installation of aquaculture infrastructure on the seabed 
in Area 7 will affect or be affected by historical shipwreck. 
 
A general caveat which illustrates the issues around the accuracy of the historical shipwreck record 
should be noted from the vicinity of Area 7. This relates to the wreck of the County of Pembroke, which 
is recorded as having been lost at North End in the Great Gale of 1903 but which was discovered off 
the Coega River mouth during the development of the Port of Ngqura. It appears that subsequent to its 
stranding at North End, the vessel was partially refloated, towed to the mouth of the Coega River and 
scuttled. After its discovery the wreck was partially excavated and then removed completely from the 
seabed (see Maitland, no date). The case highlights the potential gaps in records in respect of 
historical wrecks and the need to adopt a precautionary approach when dealing with this heritage 
resource in a seabed development context. 
 
As with the previous two aquaculture areas, it is possible that some of the 147 shipping casualties 
which the records list only as “Algoa Bay” or “Port Elizabeth” will have occurred in the vicinity of Algoa 
7, and the potential presence of some of these wrecks in or on the seabed in Algoa 7 must be 
considered a possibility. 
 

 
Figure 12: Proposed position of Area 7, south east of the Port of Ngqura. St Croix Island is the largest of the three island 

marked on the map to the north east of the aquaculture area. 

6. IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
Aquaculture infrastructure consists of cages for finfish, long-lines for oysters and mussel rafts deployed 
in the water column and moored on the seafloor to prevent drifting. The only physical disturbance of 
the seabed related to aquaculture is the footprint mooring or anchoring points for the cages, long-lines 
and rafts, which can be either placed on the seabed or driven into it. 
 
This is the only identifiable impact for maritime and underwater cultural heritage resource arising out of 
the development of aquaculture in Algoa Bay with heritage sites at risk as a result of the placement of 
anchors or from the physical penetration of the seabed to install mooring points. 
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On the basis of the heritage resources review above, the heritage receptors defined for this impact 
assessment are: 

• Submerged prehistoric archaeological resources within all three proposed aquaculture areas; 
• Maritime archaeological resources in Area 1; 
• Maritime archaeological resources in Area 6; and 
• Maritime archaeological resources in Area 7. 

The assessment of impact on each of these receptors provided in the following sections is based on 
the methodology set out in Appendix 7 below. 

6.1. Submerged Prehistory – All Areas 

Although no geophysical data for the Algoa Bay as a whole or for the three proposed aquaculture 
areas were available for this assessment, the rivers that presently debouch into the bay are likely to 
have done so at times of lower sea levels and will have palaeo-channels which extend offshore across 
the present seabed. Where archaeological material and palaeoenvironmental evidence have survived 
post-glacial marine transgressions, there is the potential for this material to be within or associated with 
now submerged palaeo-channels.  
 
The small footprint of the seabed intervention that will result from the installation of mooring points for 
the aquaculture infrastructure make the potential for any interaction with or impact on submerged 
prehistoric archaeological material in Areas 1, 6 and 7 unlikely.  
 
Were impacts to occur, they will be negative because the finite and non-renewable nature of heritage 
resources means that they cannot recover if disturbed, damaged or destroyed. 
 
The potential impacts of the development of aquaculture in the three proposed areas on submerged 
prehistoric archaeological resources can be summarised as follows: 
 
 Extent Intensity Duration Consequence Probability Significance Status Confidence 

Without 
mitigation 

Local 
1 

Low 
1 

Long-term 
3 

Low 
5 

Improbable VERY LOW -ve Low 

Essential mitigation measures: 
No mitigation proposed 
With 
mitigation N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

6.2. Maritime Archaeology – Area 1 

Based on the discussion of maritime heritage resources in Algoa 1 in Section 5.2.2.1 above, there is a 
very low possibility that shipwreck material will be present in the aquaculture area.  
 
However, two wrecks have been identified as possibly being in the area and some of those listed only 
as “Algoa Bay” or “Port Elizabeth” may also be present. The probability of any interaction with or impact 
on maritime heritage resources in Area 1 is thus possible.  
 
Were impacts to occur, they will be negative because the finite and non-renewable nature of heritage 
resources means that they cannot recover if disturbed, damaged or destroyed. 
 
The potential impacts of the development of aquaculture on maritime heritage resources in Algoa 1  
can be summarised as follows: 
 
 Extent Intensity Duration Consequence Probability Significance Status Confidence 

Without 
mitigation 

Local 
1 

Low 
1 

Long-term 
3 

Low 
5 

Possible VERY LOW -ve Low 
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Essential mitigation measures: 
- Any geophysical data generated to support to development of aquaculture in this area must be archaeologically reviewed 

for the presence of historical shipwrecks or related material and to ground truth proposed mooring locations; 
- If geophysical data are not collected, the proposed positions of all moorings must be ground truthed by suitably qualified 

divers; 
- Should any archaeological material, be accidentally encountered during the course of developing aquaculture operations 

in any of the proposed areas, work must cease in that area until the project archaeologist and SAHRA have been notified, 
the find has been assessed by the archaeologist, and agreement has been reached on how to deal with it. 

With 
mitigation 

Local 
1 

Low 
1 

Short-term 
1 

Very low 
3 

Improbable INSIGNIFICANT -ve Low 

 

6.3. Maritime Archaeology – Area 6 

Algoa 6 is the most sensitive of the three proposed aquaculture areas with respect to maritime heritage 
resources and based on the evidence in Section 5.2.2.2 and Appendix 3, it is almost certain that 
historical shipwreck material is present in the development area. 
 
Were impacts to occur, they will be negative because the finite and non-renewable nature of heritage 
resources means that they cannot recover if disturbed, damaged or destroyed. 
 
The potential impacts of the development of aquaculture on maritime heritage resources in Algoa 6 can 
be summarised as follows: 
 
 Extent Intensity Duration Consequence Probability Significance Status Confidence 

Without 
mitigation 

Local 
1 

Low 
1 

Long-term 
3 

Low 
5 

Probable LOW -ve Low 

Essential mitigation measures: 
- Any geophysical data generated to support to development of aquaculture in this area must be archaeologically reviewed 

for the presence of historical shipwrecks or related material and to ground truth proposed mooring locations; 
- If geophysical data are not collected, the proposed positions of all moorings must be ground truthed by suitably qualified 

divers; 
- Should any archaeological material, be accidentally encountered during the course of developing aquaculture operations 

in any of the proposed areas, work must cease in that area until the project archaeologist and SAHRA have been notified, 
the find has been assessed by the archaeologist, and agreement has been reached on how to deal with it. 

With 
mitigation 

Local 
1 

Low 
1 

Short-term 
1 

Very low 
3 

Improbable INSIGNIFICANT -ve Low 

 

6.4. Maritime Archaeology – Area 7 

Although only a handful of recorded wrecks are in the vicinity of Algoa 7, the presence of 147 wrecks 
with no specific recorded locations of loss in the bay and the location of Algoa 7 on Algoa Bay’s lee 
shore in a south-easterly gale suggests that it is possible that shipwreck material will be present in the 
aquaculture area. 
 
Were impacts to occur, they will be negative because the finite and non-renewable nature of heritage 
resources means that they cannot recover if disturbed, damaged or destroyed. 
 
The potential impacts of the development of aquaculture on maritime heritage resources in Algoa 7 can 
be summarised as follows: 
 
 Extent Intensity Duration Consequence Probability Significance Status Confidence 

Without 
mitigation 

Local 
1 

Low 
1 

Long-term 
3 

Low 
5 

Possible VERY LOW -ve Low 

Essential mitigation measures: 
- Any geophysical data generated to support to development of aquaculture in this area must be archaeologically reviewed 

for the presence of historical shipwrecks or related material and to ground truth proposed mooring locations; 
- If geophysical data are not collected, the proposed positions of all moorings must be ground truthed by suitably qualified 
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divers; 
- Should any archaeological material, be accidentally encountered during the course of developing aquaculture operations 

in any of the proposed areas, work must cease in that area until the project archaeologist and SAHRA have been notified, 
the find has been assessed by the archaeologist, and agreement has been reached on how to deal with it. 

With 
mitigation 

Local 
1 

Low 
1 

Short-term 
1 

Very low 
3 

Improbable INSIGNIFICANT -ve Low 

 

6.5. Summary of Impact Significance Ratings for Heritage Receptors 

The results of the impact assessment for the four identified heritage receptors area can be summarised 
as follows: 
 
Impact Consequence Probability Significance Status Confidence 

Impacts on Submerged Prehistoric 
Heritage Resources: All Areas 

Low 
5 

Improbable VERY LOW -ve Low 

With Mitigation N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Impacts on Maritime Archaeological 
Resources: Area 1 

Low 
5 

Possible VERY LOW -ve Low 

With Mitigation 
Very low 
3 

Improbable INSIGNIFICANT -ve Low 

Impacts on Maritime Archaeological 
Resources: Area 6 

Low 
5 

Probable LOW -ve Low 

With Mitigation 
Very low 
3 

Improbable INSIGNIFICANT -ve Low 

Impacts on Maritime Archaeological 
Resources: Area 7 

Low 
5 

Possible VERY LOW -ve Low 

With Mitigation 
Very low 
3 

Improbable INSIGNIFICANT -ve Low 

 
 
DAFF proposes to farm both bivalves and finfish in Algoa Bay and therefore three combinations of 
precincts have been considered as alternatives in the Basic Assessment process (Table 2).  These 
three options allow for varying degrees of farming intensities by excluding finfish farming at Algoa 1 
(Option B) or excluding Algoa 1 as a whole (Option C).  Overall, the impacts of Option C are the lowest, 
solely due to the exclusion of Algoa 1 as a whole.  Overall however, all impacts are rated either very 
low or insignificant for all options. 
 
Table 2: Alternative options of precinct combinations involving Algoa 1, 6 and 7 considered in the Basic Assessment process for the 
proposed Algoa Bay Aquaculture Development Zone. 

Option Algoa 1 Algoa 7 Algoa 6 

A Finfish & Bivalve Finfish Bivalve 

B Bivalve Finfish Bivalve 

C X Finfish Bivalve 

D X X X 
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Table 3: Comparison of the sum of negative impact significance of alternative options A, B, C and D for the proposed sea-based 
Algoa Bay Aquaculture Development Zone on heritage resources (after mitigation). In Option A, both finfish and bivalve culture are 
proposed for Algoa 1, however, these impacts are not additive and therefore the impact scoring for the best case scenario was 
considered. 

Impact significance 
after mitigation 

A B C No-go 

High 0 0 0 0 

Medium 0 0 0 0 

Low 0 0 0 0 

Very low 3 3 2 0 

Insignificant 1 1 1 0 

 

7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
This assessment of the maritime heritage resources of Algoa Bay suggests that although there is the 
potential for the presence of submerged prehistoric archaeological material in the bay, the minor 
seabed interventions associated with the installation of aquaculture infrastructure in the three proposed 
areas is very unlikely to impact on this resource. No mitigation is proposed in respect of submerged 
prehistoric archaeological resources. 
 
With regard to historical shipwrecks, Algoa 1 and 7 have a low potential for impacts arising out of the 
development of aquaculture in these areas. Algoa 6, however, is located in that area of Algoa Bay with 
the highest concentration of recorded historical shipwrecks. Current information from local diving 
charters indicates that quantities of shipwreck material are visible in and on the seabed in the area 
proposed for Algoa 6, and the potential for interactions between these sites and the mooring points 
required for aquaculture development is high if not mitigated.  
 
The following recommendations are made in respect of mitigation measures to be applied particularly 
to Algoa 6, but also to Algoa 1 and 7: 
 

• Any geophysical data generated to support to development of aquaculture in this area must be 
archaeologically reviewed for the presence of historical shipwrecks or related material and to 
ground truth proposed mooring locations. Datasets that are particularly useful in this regard are 
magnetometer, side scan sonar and multibeam bathymetric data. It is recommended that the 
archaeologist is consulted before data are collected to ensure that the survey specifications and 
data outputs are suitable for archaeological review; 

• Any video footage collected support to development of aquaculture in the three areas should 
ideally also be reviewed by the archaeologist for evidence of shipwreck material on the seabed; 

• If geophysical data are not collected, the proposed positions of all moorings must be ground 
truthed by suitably qualified divers; 

• Should the reviews and ground trothing set out above identify wreck material at or near the 
location of any proposed mooring, micro-siting of the mooring and the possible implementation 
of an exclusion zone around the archaeological feature should be sufficient to mitigate the risks 
to the site. 

• Should any archaeological material, be accidentally encountered during the course of 
developing aquaculture operations in any of the proposed areas, work must cease in that area 
until the project archaeologist and SAHRA have been notified, the find has been assessed by 
the archaeologist, and agreement has been reached on how to deal with it. 

7.1. Acceptability of the Proposed Activity with Respect to Heritage Resources 

It is our reasoned opinion that the proposed development of aquaculture in Algoa 1, 6 and 7 is unlikely 
to have any impact on known or unknown maritime and underwater cultural heritage resources and is 
considered archaeologically acceptable. 
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APPENDIX 1: RECORDED WRECKS AND SHIPPING CASUALTIES WITHIN THE MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDY AREA 
 
Ship Name Area Place Event Type Vessel 

Category Type Nationality Date 
Wrecked Notes 

Zephyr North Jetty 1 mile east of 
North Jetty 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque / 
Brigantine 

Norwegian 16/10/1889 Lost in a south-easterly gale.  Had discharged its cargo and was cleared 
for passage to Barbados on 12 October. On 16 October, however she 
parted her cables in a moderate south-easterly gale and seas, and 
although tugs went alongside, she did not ask for assistance of any kind 
and made straight for the beach where she became a total wreck. 
 
No lives lost. 

Lady 
MacDonald 

Port 
Elizabeth 

1 mile north of Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 09/02/1876 Wrecked 1 mile north of Port Elizabeth. 

Modesta North Jetty 1.5 mile NE of 
North Jetty 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner / 
Brigantine ? 

Norwegian 26/08/1892 Parted warps and drove ashore opposite the rouberite factory.  The 
vessel was badly found in ground tackle and had had to take a warp 
from one of the tugs in a moderate south-easterly gale. 
She became a total wreck, although all her cargo - with the exception of 
some coal - was landed. 
 
No lives lost. 

Fidela Beacon 
Point 

Lighthouse 

1.7 km north of 
(400m offshore) 

Wrecked Steel Screw 
Steamship 

Mailship British 07/04/1873 Wrecked in fog after striking the reef.  This new steamer was destined to 
serve as a mailship between Melbourne, Australia and New Zealand.  
Practice concrete bombs were dropped on the site during WW II, and 
may still be visible on the site. 
 
Lies off Beacon Point. 

Paris Maru North End 4.45km east of N2 
/ M4 junction 

Wrecked Steamship Freighter Japanese 15/01/1934 Wrecked in a south easterly gale. 

Universe North End 50 metres north of 
Gasworks 

 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque French 23/08/1877 Cables parted in a south easterly gale.  Struck the Hydra, sustaining 
damage. 
 
No lives lost. 

Fountain Thunderbolt 
Reef 

6.4km east of the 
Sundays River 

Mouth ? 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

22/03/1872 Lost east of the Sundays River Mouth 
 
No lives lost. 

Outeniqua Port 
Elizabeth 

Humewood ? Grounded & 
Refloated 

Iron 
Steamship 

Coaster South African 19/11/1937 The skipper, Macdonald, had a reputation for rock hopping, and put her 
aground near Cape Recife.  The ship was got off but was so badly 
damaged that she was never repaired.  She was laid up in Saldanha 
Bay during World War II, and it was decided to look at repairing her 
again, but the assessors decided she would be more useful as scrap. 
 
According to Ingpen she was scrapped in Port Elizabeth after hitting an 
unidentified object in the water near PE.   
 
According to Marsh, she was beached beyond Humewood, and there 
were several unsuccesful attempts to tow her off - the tow rope breaking 
each time. 
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William Pitt Cape Recife 9 miles east of (?) Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

East 
Indiaman 

British 16/12/1814 Vessel was apparently wrecked east of Algoa Bay, possibly near Cape 
Recife, with the loss of her entire crew. 
 
The exact location of her loss is unknown, as there were no survivors.  
The wreck was only known from a box of letter and some passenger's 
trunks which washed ashore towards Cape St Francis, probably carried 
there by the current only evidence of her loss. 
 
She was one of the last known BEIC losses in Cape waters. 
 
Porter (1978) - "The William Pitt, an East lndiaman which, according to 
George McCall Theal was lost on a shoal 9 miles east of Cape Recife, 
on 1st December, 1813. Nobody witnessed the wreck and there were no 
survivors, but some objects and a box of letters drifted ashore in St. 
Francis Bay. Colonel Cuyler, then landdrost of Uitenhage, informed the 
authorities in Cape Town, and they dispatched a naval vessel, the 
frigate Stag, to make a search. The crew found a further evidence of the 
wreck by the discovery of the lid of a medicine chest bearing the name 
`~William Pitt", again in St. Frances Bay. However, for some reason the 
captain of the Stag was of the opinion that the ship had been wrecked 
on Bird Island and went searching around there. He discovered part of a 
mizzen mast and took this as proof.  
 
However, if we accept Theal s site of nine miles east of Cape Recife, 
this brings us to Riy Bank, a shoal east of the harbour. Mr. David 
Wratten, our local maritime historian, doubts if this was the site, so the 
problem remains." 

Ann Marie Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 
  

Barque 
 

27/11/1872   
Argalie Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 

  
Barque British 18/09/1869 Drove on shore at dusk on 19 September 1869. 11 vessels lost at Port 

Elizabeth on 19 September 1869 
A large number of small crafts were totally lost. 

E Brown Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

31/12/1872 Parted and went ashore in SE gale at Algoa Bay Tuesday 31 December 
1872 at 5:30 am. Crew saved. Vessel was a total wreck. 

Ligonier Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Cutter 
 

02/03/1842 Ship parted from her anchors in moderate SE in Algoa Bay and went 
ashore became a total wreck. 

Fiery Cross Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Broken up Sailing 
Vessel 

Brigantine British 31/10/1891 Picked up in distress and after colliding with the assisting vessel was 
towed into Port Elizabeth and broken up. 

Argoslig Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 
    

31/08/1902   
Winifred & 

Maria 
Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Wrecked Wooden 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig South African 29/08/1819 Local coaster belonging to Frederick Korsten. 
Port Captain has vessel traveling from Algoa Bay to Table Bay, wrecked 
30 August 1817. 

Annie Eliza Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Wrecked 
 

Pilot Boat South African 19/09/1869 Lost in great south-easterly gale that saw the loss of the Forres, Sarah 
Birch, etc. 

Disa Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Scuttled Motor 
Vessel 

Fishing 
Vessel 

South African 18/05/1958 Dimensions: L = 35m, B = 6.74m & D = 3.65m 

Wingras Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 
    

17/10/1859   
The Two 
Brothers 

Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 

Barque Norwegian 14/11/1903 Wrecked in a south-easterly gale. 
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Vessel No lives lost. 

Natalia Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Scuttled Motor 
Vessel 

Fishing 
Vessel 

South African 08/08/1955 Scuttled in deep water.  

H C Hull Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Scuttled Motor 
Vessel 

Pilot Tug South African 06/03/1961   

Cheldale Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque French 03/10/1859 Wrecked in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Claren Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 
 

Steamship 
 

British 01/09/1965   
Tweed Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Grounded Sailing 

Vessel 
Clipper 

 
01/08/1888 Dismasted and grounded? 

William 
Homewood 

Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Grounded 
   

01/07/1857 Grounded. 

East Lea Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 
    

01/01/1929   
Aurora Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 

    
01/01/1888   

Venture Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

01/01/1883 Grounded. 

Udston Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Grounded 
   

01/01/1881 Grounded. 
Venice Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Grounded Steamship 

  
01/01/1881 Grounded. 

Anne 
Hutchinson 

Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 
    

01/01/1845 This may be same vessel as listed by Jobling for Port Alfred, 1843. 

Llanfullin Algoa Bay Algoa Bay 
     

  
Kairaki Algoa Bay (3 

miles off) 
Algoa Bay (3 miles 

off) 
Wrecked 

   
26/09/1914   

Amsterdam Bluewater 
Bay 

Amsterdamhoek Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Man-O-War Dutch 16/12/1817 Ship was refitted in 1814. Dutch warship of 80 guns, the vessel was 
dismasted at sea and started leaking badly, but reached Algoa Bay in a 
sinking condition. On 16 December 1817.  She had only one boat left, 
and this was used to land the women and children on board, as well as 
the ships papers.  Still with 220 men aboard, and fearing that the vessel 
would founder, the captain ran her ashore a little before dusk, about 
halfway between the mouths of the Zwartkops and Coega Rivers. 
 
Three men were lost, but 217 reached shore safely. 
 
During the night of 19/20 December the vessel broke up in the surf, but 
practically nothing came ashore..  The survivors found themselves in 
great distress, until given assistance by the landdrost at Uitenhage, and 
officers from Fort Frederick. 
 
A section of the hull was recovered from the beach a number of years 
ago and is at the PE Museum 
 
Porter (1978) - "The name Amsterdam Hoek commemorates a Dutch 
warship the Amsterdam which was wrecked just north of the Swartkops 
River mouth on 15th December 181 7. She had left Batavia on 29th 
October with 217 officers and men on board, ran into stormy weather 
and had been badly damaged. The captain decided to make for Algoa 
Bay and beached the ship. All the men except three managed to reach 
the shore. The good people of Uitenhage turned out to give them every 
assistance, and as a mark of gratitude Jacob Uitenhage de Mist, the 
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founder of the town, sent them a large church Bible and some smaller 
ones. A table made from the wood of the Amsterdam can be seen at 
Cuyler Manor. Frederick Korsten of Cradock Place took an officer and 
his wife into his home and found temporary employment for some of the 
sailors. They were all eventually taken back to Holland in the British ship 
Iris. Incidentally, the captain of the Amsterdam was a South African, 
Hermanus Hofmeyr, son of the founder of the Hofmeyr family in the 
Cape, and an uncle of "Onze Jan" Hofmeyr, the famous Cape 
Statesman." In 1985 Port Elizabeth Museum were informed that three 
pieces of the wreck were exposed and began an archaeological 
excavation. 

Emilia Port 
Elizabeth 

Anchorage Foundered Composite 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Portuguese 17/07/1898 Struck Thunderbolt Reef.  Towed into the bay in a leaking condition and 
sank around midnight that night. 

Harmonie Port 
Elizabeth 

Anchorage / Near 
Cape Recife 
Lighthouse 

Beached Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 31/10/1891 According to Marsh, the vessel of 391 tons, stranded near the Cape 
Recife lighthouse in squally weather on 22 October.  Her bearing was 
SW 1/2 S, 1 mile distant from the light.   She was towed off the rocks 
with her bottom half out and full of water, keeping afloat on her cargo, 
and towed to the anchorage where she was beached on 31 October. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Van der Bosch suggests date could be 22/10/1891 

Thomas Baakens 
River 

Baakans River 
Mouth 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

 
South African 29/08/1819 Local coaster belonging to Frederick Korsten. Wrecked near Baakans 

river mouth in Port Elizabeth, Algoa Bay. This river mouth is now 
situated in Port Elizabeth Harbour. 

Thunderbolt Baakens 
River 

Baakens River 
Mouth 

Beached* Wooden Sail 
Paddle 

Steamship 

Man-O-War 
(Sloop) 

British 03/02/1847 The vessel was a naval paddle steamer which was also sail rigged.  On 
3 February 1847 she was returning from a survey of the Buffalo River 
mouth, with the object of establishing a fort there, when she struck the 
reef after rounding Cape Recife.  The vessel was badly holed but the 
captain managed to bring her into the bay where she was beached near 
the mouth of the Baakens River. 
 
An attempt was made to repair and salvage her, but she was further 
damaged after a strong south-easter blew up. The hull was sold to John 
Owen Smith who took off everything of value and blew up the rest. 
 
The vessel's captain and first officer were subsequently dismissed from 
service for failing to observe the sailing instructions for the area. 
 
Lies beneath reclaimed land. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Porter (1993) - "Thunderbolt Reef got its name from H.M.S. Thunderbolt 
one of the Royal Navy s first steamships. She was sailing from 
Simonstown to Algoa Bay to pick up troops from one of the frontier wars 
when on February 3rd, 1847, she struck the reef. The captain managed 
to beach her at the mouth of the Baakens where she was further 
damaged in a gale. The hull was sold to John Owen Smith who took off 
everything of value and blew up the remainder. Thomas Baines did a 
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painting of the wreck at the mouth of the Baakens, but he must have 
used his imagination as his journal shows that only the engines were 
visible when he arrived at P.E. in 1848." As the vessel was returning 
from the Buffalo River Mouth where a military post was being 
established. The captain and first officer had failed to follow the required 
sailing directions and as this led to the ship being lost, they were 
dismissed from the service. 

Legionier Baakens 
River 

Baakens River 
Mouth 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Cutter 
(Cape) 

South African 02/03/1842 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Krimpenerw
ard 

Baakens 
River 

Baakens River 
Mouth (near) 

Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Dutch 12/08/1867 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
Lies beneath reclaimed land. 
 
No lives lost. 

Dom Pedro Baakens 
River 

Baakens River 
Mouth (near) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Slaver Portuguese 20/06/1840 According to the Government Gazette of 1840 the vessel was brought 
into Algoa Bay partially dismasted from a storm while en route from 
Mozambique to Cape Town with a prize crew from the HMS Curlew on 
board.  The Curlew had been combing the African east coast for slavers, 
and had already captured an Arab vessel with 19 slaves on board which 
she had scuttled by gunfire.  The Curlew then found the Dom Pedro, 
which was also fitted out as a slaver, although she had no slaves on 
board at the time.   
 
She is listed in the Gazette amongst the vessel in Algoa Bay on 16 June 
1840, and there is mention of an auction of her contents on 31 May. 
 
Van der Bosch lists the date of her loss as 10/07/1840. 
 
It appears that she was later probably written of as lost or beached, and 
a jetty, which still bears her name, was built on her remains in 1898. 
 
Porter (1978) - "The Dom Pedro Duque de Porto formed the foundation 
of … the Dom Pedro jetty built in 1901, which later became part of the 
present breakwater. [During the] 1840's … ships of the Royal Navy were 
being used to suppress the slave trade on the east coast of Africa. On 
the 20th March, 1840, the brig Curlew stopped a Portugese ship the 
Dom Pedro Duque de Porto and found that she was fitted out and 
provisioned for transporting slaves although there was none onboard at 
the time. The captain of the Curlew put a prize crew on board and 
ordered it to be sailed to Cape Town for adjudication. The ship ran into a 
storm and was dismasted. The officer in charge put into Algoa Bay on 
the 20th May, 1840. The Dom Pedro was condemned as unseaworthy 
and beached. Sixty years later (1898) the jetty was started on the site 
where its timbers lay." 
Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette 29 May 1840 states that the 
vessel had a cargo of sundries and 4 Negroes. Detained by HMS 
Curlew. During a heavy NW gale on 11 May she lost her main mast, 
foretop-mast sails and put in at Algoa Bay in distress. 
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Uitenhage 
Packet 

Baakens 
River 

Baakens River 
Rocks 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
(Coaster) 

South African 30/08/1819 Porter (1978) - "On the 29th of August, 1819, Frederick Korsten lost 
three of his ships in one day, all being driven ashore near the mouth of 
the Baakens. Their names were the Uitenhage Packet - the only ship 
that ever entered the Swartkops River - the Thomas, and the Winifred 
and Maria." 
 
Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Clara (2) Algoa Bay Beach Wrecked Iron 
Steamship 

Tug British 01/09/1902 Vessel stranded in a great south-easterly gale when over 20 ships were 
lost. 
 
No lives were lost. 
 
She was refloated, but at 4am was hit repeatedly by very heavy seas in 
the anchorage which carried away rudder.  Her chains dragged and she 
came broadside onto the beach, where she "became a total wreck" - 
(Report to General Manager: Customs & Excise 10 September 1902.) 

Orchomene Bight of Bay Beach Wrecked Iron Vessel Ship / 
Schooner ? 

British 09/01/1892 Struck Roman Rock and was beached in the Bight to prevent her 
sinking.  The enquiry exonerated the Captain, who Marsh and Van der 
Bosch suggest may have been George Thomas.  The pilot was on 
board when the accident occurred. 
 
No lives lost 

Andreas 
Riis 

Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 30/08/1888 Vessel was discharging her cargo of coal when her cables parted in a 
south easterly gale.  Came ashore with 8 other vessels.  A total of two 
lives lost between all eight ships. 

Abdul 
Medjid 

Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 21/02/1871 Cables parted in a south easterly gale.  
 
No live lost 

Catherine 
Scott 

Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 08/04/1878 Lost after cables parted.  Lies near the wreck of the Univers. 
 
Built by Gardner of Sunderland? 

Reistad Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque / Full 
RiggedShip 

(?) 

Norwegian 31/01/1897 Cables parted in a south-eastlery gale and the vessel driven ashore and 
wrecked.  In going ashore she fouled the Norwegian barque Arnguda 
(946 tons) at anchor. 
 
No lives lost  
 
Ex Anni and Garibaldi. 

C Boschetto Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Italian 30/08/1888 Vessel put into the bay for repairs, but was lost after her cables parted in 
a south-easterly gale.  Came ashore with 8 other vessels. 
 
A local photographer, Mr William Alcock, was apparently called to aid 
the rocket brigade in their efforts to save the crew.  The brigade could 
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not direct their rockets onto the wreck in the darkness and Mr Alcock's 
"limelight apparatus" was used to good effect to illuminate the scene - 
(Looking Back) 

Dorothea Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque / 
Brig 

Danish 30/08/1888 Lost during a south easterly gale with eight other vessels.  Had already 
discharged its cargo. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Marsh suggests that the vessel was German, and was 171 tons.  Also 
that it was lost on 29 August.   

Drei Emmas Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Belgian 30/08/1888 Lost when her cables parted in the Great Gale of 1888.  Eight other 
vessels lost that day, and two casualties amongst them all.  Lies next to 
the Wolseley (1888). 
 
Vessel was discharging cargo when lost. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Ex Egmont and Hoorn. 
 
Date may be 29 August. 
 
Vessel may have been German registered. 

Wolseley Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked? Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 30/08/1888 Parted her cables and came ashore with eight other vessels in a south-
easterly gale. 
 
Was in the process of discharging her cargo. 
 
Lies close to the wreckage of the Drei Emmas (1888). 
 
Captain's name may have been Digman - Marsh and Van der Bosch.  
He also lists tonnage as 340 tons. 

Wild Flower Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Broken up Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner British 28/07/1881 Condemned in Algoa Bay, beached on 28 July, sold and broken up. 

Caprera Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque American 23/08/1884 Lost in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Cargo - 887 sacks Wheat, 3 sacks Flour & 1 sack Meal. 
 
Captains name may alternatively been Hichhom / Hichhem. 
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Johanna Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner Dutch 15/02/1881 Lost after her cables parted in a south-easterly gale.  All aboard were 
saved in a heavy sea, including the captain's wife, but the vessel broke 
up. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
The vessel was registered in Oude Pekela, and was carrying a cargo of 
maize on this last voyage.  She arrived in Cape Town from Rosario on 
15 January 1881. 
 
The Master's name may have been Jan Kamphuis. 

Paz Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 08/10/1884 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale and the vessel came ashore in 
The Bight. 
 
No lives lost. 

Anaminta Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Grounded & 
Refloated 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 19/01/1889 Cables parted and came ashore in a light south-easterly breeze. 

Cyclon Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Broken up Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Swedish 16/08/1883 Vessel put into Algoa Bay in a leaky condition.  It was condemned as 
unseaworthy on 21 July 1883, and beached at The Bight on 16 August 
where it was subsequently completely broken up.  
 
Its cargo of rice was shipped by other vessels to Jamaica. 

Trygve Blind River Blind River Mouth Grounded 
   

01/10/1905 
 

Unknown 
stranded 

wreck 

Bluewater 
Bay 

Bluewater Bay & 
St Georges Strand 

(btwn) 

Wrecked 
    

Unknown stranded wreck 

Elizabeth 
Stevens 

Bight of Bay New Brighton 
Beach ? 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barquentine 
/ Barque 

British 30/08/1888 Lost after her cables parted in a south-easterly gale.  She came ashore 
with eight others. 
 
2 lives lost between all eight vessels. 

Knysna Algoa Bay Cape Recife Scuttled Motor 
Vessel 

Fishing 
Vessel 

South African 31/03/1952 Scuttled 
 
Dimensions: L=32m,B=6m,D=4m 
 
Navypos describes the wreck as: KNYSNA fishing trawler sunk 24 3 
1952  Stranded wreck (HMSAS PROTEA 1952) 

Staits of 
Dover 

Algoa Bay Cape Recife Grounded Steamship 
  

01/09/1896 Grounded. 

Stork Algoa Bay Cape Recife 
    

01/01/1910   

Maid of 
Devon 

Cape Recife Cape Recife Grounded 
   

30/11/1865 Grounded 

Roman Cape Recife Cape Recife 
    

24/08/1867   
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Clydesdale Cape Recife Cape Recife Grounded 
   

01/12/1880   
Varis Maru Cape Recife Cape Recife Grounded 

  
Japanese 01/01/1901 Stranded. 

Sparkling 
Foam 

Cape Recife Cape Recife 
    

01/01/1875   

Unknown 
16 

Cape Recife Cape Recife 
 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/01/1830 c. 1830 

Elizabeth Cape Recife Cape Recife Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner British 01/01/1822 Launched at the Cape in September 1821 to ply to Port Kowie (Port 
Alfred).  Arrived there in November and crossed the bar for the first time 
on 8 November.  On her next voyage went onto the rocks at Cape 
Recife. 
 
No lives lost. 

Pickle Cape Recife 
/ Algoa Bay 

Cape Recife / 
Algoa Bay 
(between) 

Wrecked 
   

10/03/1939   

Dane Cape Recife Cape Recife (east 
of) 

Wrecked Iron Screw 
Steamship 

Mailship British 01/12/1865 The vessel went ashore just east of Cape Recife at 4pm after the 
captain had tried the dangerous trick of running between the shore and 
Roman Rock.  The ship was wrecked on a previously unknown reef, 3.5 
km from the shore.  The captain's certificate was suspended for twelve 
months. 
 
The vessel broke up at once, but all aboard managed to reached the 
shore safely, and no lives were lost. 
 
The Dane was the pioneer Union Line mailship to South Africa. 
 
Lies near the wreck of L'Emperatrice Eugenie 
 
Sister ship to the Athens and Celt. 
 
Tonnage may have been 526 tons - Marsh. 
 
Date may be 02/12/1865 - Van der Bosch. 
 
Van der Bosch suggests the vessel was lost on Thunderbolt Reef, and 
that the captain's name was Waldeck. 
 
Newall writes: 
 
"DANE (1) Iron screw steamer (Union 1855-1865) 
Ship Number:  O.N. 12994 
Builders: Charles Lungley & Co., Rotherhithe, London 
Tonnage: 530 gross 421 net 
Dimensions:177.2 x 24.6 x 16.7 feet 
Engines: Not recorded but possibly 2-cyl. horizontal trunk direct-acting 
by Day, Summers & Co., Southampton 60 h.p. 7 knots 
Passengers: Few - saloon 
 
1855: Registered: March 16. Chartered to French Government for 
Crimean War work.  
1856: August: final voyage to Turkey from Dunkirk. Arrived at Liverpool 
in November.  
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1857: March 21: first ship on the Liverpool-Brazil passenger/cargo 
service. September 15: inaugurated Southampton-Cape Town mail 
service with six passengers, specie and cargo. October 29: arrived 
Cape Town.  
1863: Transferred to Cape-Natal coastal service.  
1865: Used briefly on Cape-Mauritius mail service before being replaced 
by the new MAURITIUS. November 28: left Simon's Town on Admiralty 
charter to Zanzibar. December 1: approaching Port Elizabeth, was 
wrecked on Thunderbolt Reef off Cape Recife - no loss of life." 

Lady Leith Thunderbolt 
Reef 

Cape Recife and 
Rocky Point 
(between) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

27/02/1848 Wrecked between Cape Recife and Rocky Point in a south-easterly gale 
 
No lives lost. 

Portsmouth Coega River Coega River 
Mouth (1.5 miles 

east of) 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig American 14/03/1866 Lost after cables parted in a north-westerly gale. 
 
The cook was drowned when he tried to swim ashore. 

Oaklands Coega River Coega River 
Mouth (near) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 20/03/1860 Wrecked near the Coega River Mouth, 2 miles east of the Zwartkops 
River. 

Harbinger Coega River Coega River 
Mouth (near) 

Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

  
01/12/1859 Marsh and Van der Bosch suggest date may be 1861. 

 
According to records at Bayworld, the vessel came ashore next to the 
hulk of the Oaklands after losing her chains in December 1859.  On 24 
May 1860 she was reported as finally having beached. 
 
Length 190 feet and width approx 12 feet - Jenny Bennie (pers comm - 
check with her for accuracy) 

R A C Smith Sundays 
River - 10 

miles / 13km 
east of 

Coega River 
Mouth / Bird Island 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barquentine American 16/05/1898 The vessel was wrecked on account of a faulty compass and in very 
heavy weather. 
 
Two lives lost - the captain and 2nd mate both drowned. 
 
According to Marsh the captain's initial may have been "R", and the 
vessel's tonnage 661 tons. 
 
Lies 6.5km from the Cambusnethan (1897). 
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Inchcape 
Rock 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Darling Street 
(near) (300m 

offshore) 

Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Ship (Full-
rigged) 

British 02/09/1902 Vessel stranded in great south easterly gale of 1902, when over 20 
ships were lost.  Began dragging her anchor at 4pm, and finding that 
she was nearing the shore signalled for assistance.  At midnight she 
struck heavily.  The next day (2 September) she came on top of another 
wreck and turned head round to the beach.  The heavy seas breaking 
over her soon left her a wreck. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Bowsprit sticks out of the water near Darling Street on North End Beach.  
Average depth of site is 7m, with a maximum depth of 10m. 

Sabrina Durban 
Rock 

Durban Rock Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Ship Spanish 07/08/1842 Between 3 and 4am ship struck on Cape Recife near Durban Rock and 
was a total wreck, 22 died. 

Emma Thunderbolt 
Reef 

East of Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 15/10/1873 Grounded. 
 
On rounding Cape Recife to make port of Algoa Bay at 7:00pm 15 
October, 1873 struck on rocks off pitch of Cape. Struck in bow and 
stern. 

John N 
Gamewell 

Zwartkops 
River 

East of Wrecked 
(after 

burning) 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner (3 
masted) 

American 15/12/1880 Caught fire and burned down to the waterline before drifting ashore east 
of the Zwartkops River. 
 
The vessel was registered in New York, and was carrying a general 
cargo in the 1880 Gov. Gazette listing. 

Dangerous 
wreck 

Cape Recife East of 
Humewood 

Unknown Unknown Unknown 
  

Unknown dangerous wreck reported as dispersed (SAN Hydrographer 
letter 24 3 1969) 

Kayena Cape Recife Flat Rocks (off) - N 
of Cape Recife 

    
31/03/1957   

Queen 
Victoria 

North End Foot of Darling 
Street 

Wrecked Steel Screw 
Steamship 

 
British 21/04/1896 Lies at the foot of Darling Street and is well-preserved. 

 
Wrecked on Thunderbolt Reef, but towed off and beached at 
Humewood.  Later (18/08/1896?) moved to North End., foot of Darling 
Street. 

Flying Scud North End Gasworks 
(opposite) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 01/09/1880 Vessel put into the bay for shelter.  Wrecked in a south-easterly gale 
after her cables parted. 
 
Four lives lost 

Port 
Douglas 

Cape Recife Half mile east of Wrecked Steel Vessel Ship British 19/06/1897 Struck a reef at night and was lost.  The master thought he was further 
offshore and took no soundings.  The cargo was lost. 
 
No lives lost 

Araxos Port 
Elizabeth 

Harbour Scrapped Motor 
Vessel 

Freighter Greek 01/05/1979 Scrapped after a fire in the crew's quarters. 
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Paris Maru Port 
Elizabeth 

Harbour Mouth 
(near) 

Wrecked Steel 
Steamship 

Freighter Japanese 16/01/1934 After leaving Port Elizabeth for Cape Town the vessel struck Roman 
Rock, or near it, about 4 miles south of Port Elizabeth harbour.  She was 
refloated and tried to return to the harbour, but was sinking fast forward, 
and eventually foundered near the Harbour mouth. She touched ground 
and within a few hours had settled on the bottom on an even keel, with 
only her bridge, funnel and masts showing. 
 
All the crew were saved, and although the SS Chub tried to salve the 
vessel the attempt failed.  The Chub was eventually employed to blow 
the wreck apart with dynamite as she was a hazard to navigation.  The 
wreck is marked on the charts. 
 
May have been lost on 15 January - Marsh 
 
Net tonnage was 4474 tons - Marsh. 
 
Was carrying 1200 tons of cargo. 
 
Porter (1993) - "On January 18th 1934 a Japanese freighter, the Paris 
Maru, left the P.E. Harbour after discharging cargo. She was hardly 
under way when she struck Roman Rock off Beacon Point. She began 
to flood rapidly and the captain turned the ship around to take her back 
to the harbour. All the crew except the captain and five members took to 
the boats and landed safely. It was obvious that the ship could not 
remain afloat for long and the tug, James Searle III, came along and 
took off the rest of the crew just before the ship spouted like a whale and 
sank. The wreck was later blown up. The tragedy of it was that this was 
the young Japanese captain s first command." 

Haerlem Roman 
Rock (near) 

Humewood Beach Scuttled Motor 
Vessel 

Navy Frigate South African 01/11/1987 This vessel was scuttled in November 1987 to form an artificial reef, and 
is still in excellent condition 
 
Average depth is 18m, with a maximum depth of 21m. 

Elizabeth 
Rowell 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow British 26/08/1843 Cables parted in a south-easterly wind and she smashed into the jetty. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Jobling lists date of loss as 25 August 1844. 
 
Also known as the Elizabeth. 

Feejee Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
(3-masted) 

British 19/08/1837 Lost in a south-easterly gale after her cables parted.  Went ashore and 
became a total wreck. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
The wreck was purchased by Mr John Thornhill of Port Elizabeth, who 
drove piles around it, framed them together, and left the structure to 
stand for some months on trial.  When it appeared firm, in March 1838 
he formed a company to build a jetty - the first in Algoa Bay.  The work 
was completed, and on 10 April 1840 the foundation stone for the 
inshore portion was laid with much ceremony. 
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In the gale of 25 August 1843 in which four ships were wrecked, one of 
the vessels struck the jetty as it came ashore, and 11 of its crew sprang 
onto the jetty for safety.  A moment later the whole structure gave way, 
and all eleven men were drowned.  Theirs were the only lives lost in the 
gale. 
 
According to Marsh and Van der Bosch the loss of the Feejee may have 
taken place on 10 August. 
 
Porter (1978) - "The Feejee was wrecked in the bay early in 1837  [and 
her] hulk was used as the foundation for Port Elizabeth s first jetty, 
which ... was completed in 1841 and demolished in 1843." 

Mary Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty (alongside) 
 

Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner British 04/03/1844 Cables parted in a south-easterly (south-westerly ?) gale and the vessel 
was driven ashore alongside the jetty.  As a result her crew was able to 
slip ashore, and no lives were lost. 
 
The steamer Phoenix was nearby at the time, but had no steam, so 
could render no assistance.  She in fact only managed to get up steam 
just in time to rescue herself when her cables parted. 

Laura Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty (Composite 
Jetty) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow / Brig 
(?) 

British 25/08/1843 One of four vessels to be lost during the gale on 25 August 1843.  The 
Laura was driven ashore, hitting the Seagull en route, and smashed into 
the composite jetty constructed from the remains of the Feejee, and 
upon which 11 members of the Seagull's crew had just drowned. 
 
Five crew drowned. 

Seagull Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty (near) Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig British 25/08/1843 One of four ships to be wrecked in this gale.  The vessel struck the 
composite jetty made from the wreck of the Feejee, onto which all 11 
crew managed to clamber. Almost immediately thereafter, however, the 
jetty was carried away when it was struck by the Laura, and all 11 
members of the Seagull's crew perished. 

Flora Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty Street Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 30/12/1854 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. Wrecked 

Nicoline Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty Street Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
(Three-
masted) 

German 23/12/1875 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 
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Gambia Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty Street (foot 
of) 

Wrecked Three-
masted Iron 

Screw 
Steamship 

 
British 27/05/1871 Porter (1993) - "The steamship Gambia was wrecked in an unusual 

fashion on the 27th may 1871. She had gone to help [the sailing vessel 
the Maritana] which was in difficulty in the Bay and on the way back the 
towing cable snapped and fouled her propellers. She drifted helplessly 
on to the beach near the North Jetty and lay there for 22 years until she 
was finally demolished with explosives." 
 
The Gambia was a three-masted iron steamship built in 1861.   
 
Wreck lies in the middle of the harbour - Marsh photo - and was visible 
for many years. 
 
No lives lost. 

Mona Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty Street (foot 
of)/Boating Co. 

Store 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

28/10/1846 Wrecked in a south easterly gale.  No lives lost. 
 
Wreck lies opposite the Boating Company Stores at the bottom of Jetty 
Street. 

Margareth Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty Street 
(opposite - 

reclaimed land) 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner South African 29/10/1846 Wrecked in a south easterly gale.  No lives lost. 
 
Lies beneath reclaimed land. 

Charlotte Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty Street (rocks 
at foot of) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

3-Masted 
Ship 

British 20/09/1854 Transport with 210 people - 5 Officers, 163 soldiers, 16 women and 26 
children - of the 27th Regiment on board.  Having failed to enter Table 
Bay for provisions due to adverse winds, she anchored in Algoa Bay on 
19 September.  The next day she was driven ashore after her cables 
parted in a south-easterly gale and she was unable to beat out of the 
bay.  She struck a ledge of rock just below Jetty Street, broke up quickly 
and sank. 
 
All efforts by those ashore to render assistance were to no avail until the 
poop floated ashore with nearly naked survivors clinging to it.  Most of 
these - including 5 women, and 2 officers - were saved.  The other 3 
officers also made it ashore.  13 crewmen, 63 soldiers, 11 women and 
all 26 children were lost.  Other reports suggests that there were 110 
casualties - Jobling has 112. 
 
Lies beneath reclaimed land. 
 
Tonnage may be 586 tons. 
 
Date may be 19th 
 
Porter (1993) - "The Charlotte was a troopship carrying 170 troops of the 
27th Regiment (Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers), 16 wives and 26 children. 
She called in at the Bay for provisions and water on 20th Sept. 1854, 
and while he was anchored a gale came up and her cables parted. She 
was driven onto the rocks at the end of what is now Jetty Street and 
there was panic aboard. Lifeboats went out but could not reach the ship 
because of the heavy seas. 
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A rope was shot aboard from the Manby lifesaving mortar but no-one 
took any notice of it. Some of the crew jumped overboard and were 
drowned. Then the ship broke in two and the stern half drifted ashore 
with most of the people on board and many were rescued. Only 100 of 
the troops survived, seven of the wives and none of the children. The 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers later sent a memorial tablet which can still be 
seen in St. Mary s Church." 

Heworth Port 
Elizabeth 

Landing Place 
(near) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow / Brig 
(?) 

British 18/03/1823 Wrecked when she parted from Government moorings.  No lives lost. 

England Port 
Elizabeth 

Lifeboat House 
(opposite) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 
(Oak) 

Barque British 19/09/1869 Wrecked during the violent south-easterly gale that claimed the Sarah 
Birch, Forres and Major von Safft. 
 
Those on board rescued by the rocket brigade. 

Umkomanzi Algoa Bay Near Foundered Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/01/1883 Foundered. 

Maritana Algoa Bay Near 
     

  
Albatross Bight of Bay Near Wrecked Sailing 

Vessel 
Barque German 16/12/1881 Lost in a south easterly gale after anchors parted. 

 
No lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may be 318 tons. 
 
Vessel registered in Wolgart. 

Matilda Cape Recife Near Foundered Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

02/04/1838 Vessel struck the outer rocks of Cape Recife at 4am while rounding the 
cape.  She sank in deep water in less than 2 hours. 
 
The crew and passengers took to the boats and were rescued by the 
barque Charles Dumergue.  Were landed safely in Algoa Bay the next 
day. 

Hero Bight of Bay Near Smelly Creek Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Whaler 
(Barque) 

American 03/02/1861 Wrecked in a SE gale when her cables parted. 
 
No lives lost.  

Vilora H 
Hopkins 

Port 
Elizabeth 

New Brighton 
Beach 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque American 07/02/1897 Lost in a south-easterly gale after her cables parted and she ran ashore. 
 
No lives lost. 

Forres North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 19/09/1869 Lost in the same violent south-easterly gale that saw the loss of the 
Sarah Birch/Black, etc. 
 
Parted cables at about 3am on 19 September and drifted ashore.   
Pulled off but ran aground again.  All on board rescued by a local 
whaleboat crewed by local sailors. 
 
Date may be 18/09/1869 - Van der Bosch. 

Eurydice North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig British 17/02/1857 Wrecked in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. 
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Philip 
Dundas 

North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

16/08/1828 Went ashore in a south-easterly gale. 
 
Two crew drowned. 

Clara (2) North End North End Beach Grounded & 
Refloated 

Steel 
Steamship 

Ballasting 
Launch 

British 01/09/1902 Vessel stranded on 23 March.  Tugs failed to refloat her, and she was 
eventually got off by the crew using a steam winch.  About 100 pounds 
damage to her pumping gear. 
 
May be the same vessel as the Clara that grounded in Table Bay in 
1903. 

Content North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 31/08/1902 Ran aground in a south-easterly gale and was wrecked.  20 other 
vessels lost in the same storm. 
 
Lies close to the Emmanuel (1902). 
 
Jobling suggests the vessel was Swedish and that it was lost on 30 
August.  Both he and Marsh concur that her tonnage was 522.  Van der 
Bosch suggests the date may be 01/09/1902. 
 
No lives lost. 

Countess of 
Carnavon 

North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Steamship 

Tug British 31/08/1902 Vessel ran aground and wreck in a south-easterly gale.  Same storm in 
which 20 other vessels were lost. 
 
No lives lost.  Marsh suggests that 3 lives were lost. 
 
The vessel had arrived in Port Elizabeth in 1884, and had been involved 
in gun-running for the Jamieson Raid. 

Nautilus North End North End Beach Grounded Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 31/08/1902 Collided with the Hans Wagner (1902), Queen Victoria (1896) and 
Limari (1902) (and possibly also the Forte) and stranded in the great 
gale of 1902 when over 20 vessels wrecked. 
 
12 lives lost. 
 
She may have been carrying a general cargo - Marsh. 
 
Tonnage may have been 679 tons - Marsh. 
 
Van der Bosch suggests she was wrecked. 

Thekla North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque / 
Barquentine 
/ 3-masted 
Schooner 

(?) 

German 31/08/1901 Lost in the great south-easterly gale of 1902. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may be 228 tons - Marsh. 
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Agostino 
Rombo 

North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Italian 01/09/1902 Struck the hulk of the Queen Victoria (1896) in a south easterly gale, 
and ran aground some distance from the shore.  20 vessels were lost in 
the storm. 
 
7 or 8 hands lost. 
 
Tonnage may be 827 tons, although two references (Marsh included) 
suggest it was 807. 

Cavalieri 
Michelle 
Russo 

North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron / Steel 
Ship 

 
Italian 01/09/1902 Ran aground and wrecked in a huge south-easterly gale in which over 0 

vessels were lost. 
 
17 lives lost. Only one man survived.  Marsh lists crew as 19. 

Coriolanus North End North End Beach Grounded & 
Refloated 

Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 01/09/1902 Vessel wrecked in a south-easterly gale carrying a cargo of Australian 
wheat from Wallaroo.  20 other vessels lost in the same gale. 
 
One life lost. 
 
 Vessel later refloated by G E Austin of Cape Town 
 
Jobling suggests date may be 30 August, while Van der Bosch suggests 
it was 31 August. 

Emmanuel North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 01/09/1902 Vessel lost when it stranded in the great south-easterly gale which saw 
the loss of over 20 vessels. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Ex Kinderdijk. 
 
Lies next to the Content (1902) 
 
The captain's name may be H Tintzer - Marsh. 
 
Date could be 31/08/1902. 

Hans 
Wagner 

North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 01/09/1902 Wrecked after cables parted in the great south-easterly gale when over 
20 vessels were lost. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Ex Lopo.  
 
Lies near the Nautilus (1902). 
 
The captain's initials may have been CC - Marsh. 
 
Tonnage may have been 840 tons - Marsh. 
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Hermanus North End North End Beach Grounded? Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 01/09/1902 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. Struck the sunken hulk of Queen 
Victoria (1896) and stranded in the great south-easterly gale which saw 
the loss of over 20 vessels. 
 
2 lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may be 461 tons - Marsh. 
 
According to Marsh the captain's intitals may have been GN, and the 
vessel was bound from Bunbury (?). 

Limari North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Swedish 01/09/1902 Swept ashore in a south-easterly gale and struck the Queen Victoria 
(1896) before stranding.  More than 20 vessels lost that day. 
 
8 lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may have been 598 tons, and Marsh suggests that the vessel 
was wooden built. 

Sayre North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 01/09/1902 Lost in the Great South-Easterly gale of 1902.  Began dragging at 3am 
with both anchors out. The weather was terrible.  A 7am she struck stern 
on to the beach, and her crew cut the hawsers to let the bow go on.  
Huge seas then washed over her and she was pushed higher up the 
beach, more or less intact, but with no chance of saving her. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Captain may have been W H Matheson (Van der Bosch & Marsh), and 
her tonnage may have been 684 tons - Marsh. 

Waimea North End North End Beach Grounded? Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 01/09/1902 Stranded in the great gale of 1902. 
 
8 lives lost. 
 
Struck the hulk of the Queen Victoria (1896). 
 
Ex Dorette. 
 
Captain's name may be Ordrop. 
 
Tonnage may be 803 tons - Marsh. 

Sedwell 
Jane 

North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barquentine British 30/09/1893 Dragged anchor in a south-easterly gale and was totally wrecked, 1km 
south of the Jorawur (1887). 
 
The vessel was old and badly found, her chains being 1/4 inch under 
Lloyd's minimum scale. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
According to Marsh and Van der Bosch she was lost on 2 October, and 
her tonnage was 188 tons. 
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Euridyce North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

 
British 18/02/1857 Struck the barque Alexandrina before being wrecked at North End. 

 
Lost on 17 February according to Jobling. 

County of 
Pembroke 

North End North End Beach Grounded Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

14/11/1903 Wrecked, No lives lost. 

Elda North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 14/11/1903 Stranded in a south-easterly gale and became a total wreck. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may be 714 tons.  And date may be 1903.09.14. 
 
Ex Musca. 
 
Jobling suggests she went ashore south of the Bay. 

San Antonio North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Italian 14/11/1903 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may be 501 tons - Marsh. 

Two 
Brothers 

North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 14/11/1903 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
(Net?) Tonnage may be 691 tons - Marsh. 

Mary Ann North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 12/02/1888 Came into bay for captain to receive medical aid and for repairs to 
vessel on 6 January.  The vessel was condemned on 5 February and 
recommended for sale on 16 February.  During a south-easterly gale on 
12 February, however, she slipped her last cable and was run ashore at 
4pm near the Bight on North End Beach. 
 
Vessel registered in London in 1875, and in 1881 was captained by J 
Graham. 

Arranmore North End North End Beach Grounded Steel Sailing 
Vessel 

3-Masted 
Ship 

British 11/11/1903 While at anchor in Algoa Bay with an inward bound cargo from Portland, 
Oregon collided with the SS Mashona in a gale and went ashore. 
 
It seems possible she may have gone ashore first, and only then have 
been hit by the Mashona which was trying to steam out of the Bay.  
Collision caused considerable damage to both vessels. 
 
Refloated 5 months later, and then towed 6800 miles back to the River 
Clyde for repairs - a record tow at that time. 
 
Date could be 1902.  Two sources - including Marsh - however, list date 
as 1903. 
 
Net tonnage may have been 1782 tons - Marsh. 
 
Built by Russell & Co. of Glasgow 

Cape 
Lassie 

North End North End Beach 
    

10/10/1857   
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Gowan North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow / Brig British 09/10/1830 Went ashore in a south-easterly gale and became a total wreck in 8 
hours. 
 
The vessel is listed in the Cape Almanac as a Brig. 

Ludwig North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brigantine / 
Barque (?) 

German 08/11/1899 The Ludwig entered the Bay in a strong south-easterly wind and 
anchored towards the creek.  Later she dragged, and her starboard 
anchor was dropped.  As the wind strength increased she continued to 
drag, but the master refused assistance from a tug.  Eventually her 
cables parted and she went ashore, becoming a total wreck. 
 
One man drowned. 

Jorawur North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Vessel Ship (Hulk) 
 

02/02/1887 According to Marsh the vessel put into Algoa Bay on 9 July 1886 after 
being dismasted.  She was condemned, and sold on 30 October.  She 
remained lying in the anchorage until her cables parted in a south-
easterly gale on 2 February 1887, and she was driven ashore in the 
Bight.  She was then broken up. 
 
Ex H.M.S. Vulcan. 
 
Bell at PE Museum. 

Iris North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
(Three-
masted) 

German 01/09/1902 Lost in the great south-easterly gale of 1902 after her cables parted. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Ex Criffel. 
 
Marsh suggests the vessel may have been Norwegian, and that her 
tonnage was 477 tons. 

Oakworth North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Vessel Ship British 01/09/1902 Lost in the great south-easterly gale which saw the loss of over 20 
vessel in the Bay.  At 3.30am she parted from her port anchor, and lost 
her starboard anchor at 4.30am.  By 5am she'd drifted onto the beach 
with her stern in.  The crew got ashore safely using lifelines and no lives 
were lost. 
 
The vessel was hard aground on the beach and broke up fast. 
 
Her captain, according to Marsh and Van der Bosch, was J Davis / 
Davies. 
 
Her tonnage may have been 1201 tons, and Marsh also suggests that 
she was bound for Algoa Bay from Port Pirie in Australia, and was not 
outward bound from Port Elizabeth. 

Kensington North End North End Beach Wrecked 
   

01/01/1900 Marsh and Van der Bosch list this vessel lost at East London - ? 
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Arnold North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 31/08/1902 Lost in a south-easterly gale when more than 20 vessel were wrecked. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Ex Eugenie 
 
Tonnage may be 801 (Marsh). 
 
Van der Bosch suggests the date may be 9/1/1902. 

Constant North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 31/08/1902 Ran aground and wrecked in a south-easterly gale when 20 other vessel 
were also wrecked. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may be 262 - Marsh. 

East 
London 
Packet 

North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Coasting 
Schooner 

South African 24/10/1855 This vessel was built in the shipyards at East London in 1854, the same 
year as the cutter Stoic. 

Gabrielle North End North End Beach Grounded & 
Refloated 

Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner British 01/09/1902 Stranded in Great Gale of 1902.  Later refloated. 
 
No lives lost. 

Scotia North End North End Beach Grounded? Iron 
Steamship 

Tug / Lighter British 01/02/1902 Vessel stranded in the Great South-Easterly gale of 1902. 
 
Two lives lost. 
 
Was a steam lighter owned by the Clan Line. 

Catherine North End North End Beach - 
Bight of Bay 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig German 25/10/1883 Went ashore after her cables parted in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Wheatlands
hire 

North End North End Beach 
(1.6km from 
Gasworks) 

Grounded Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Ship (Full-
rigged) 

British 30/01/1878 Wrecked after striking a reef in a south-westerly gale 
 
Arrived in port 16 December, 1878 on entering harbour struck reef 
caused hole in bottom. 31 January wind freshened from SE, pumps 
were disabled, cables parted and vessel drifted to shore. 

Lada North End North End Beach 
(Gasworks) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Austrian 30/08/1888 Lost in a south-easterly gale.  At anchor after discharging a cargo of 
rails, and busy loading a new cargo.  Came ashore with eight other 
vessels.   
 
Two lives lost in all.  None from the Lada 

Araminta North End North End Beach 
(Gasworks) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 19/01/1889 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Lies between the wrecks of the Lada (1888) and the Jane Harvey (1888) 
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Jane 
Harvey 

North End North End Beach 
(in front of 
Gasworks) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 30/08/1888 Vessel was having her cargo loaded when her cables parted and she 
came ashore with eight other ships in a south-easterly gale. 
 
Two lives lost between all nine vessels. 
 
Date of wrecking may have been 29 August - Marsh. 

Sarah Black North End North End Beach 
(near Gasworks) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 18/09/1869 Vessel was loading cargo at the time of the wrecking.  One of several 
victims of a particularly fierce gale. 
 
The vessel was trying to ride out the storm, but parted her cable at 
about 10 pm and drifted towards the beach north of the seawall.  She 
grounded near the gasworks, and after attempts by the rocket brigade to 
get a line to her failed, the town's only lifeboat was launched and 
successfully brought everyone on board off. 

Lyttelton North End North End Beach 
(near Gasworks) 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque New Zealand 17/11/1874 Lost in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. 

Simon North End North End Beach 
(near Gasworks) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

13/01/1871 Lost after a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Brilliant North End North End Beach 
(near Gasworks) 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Brigantine / 
Schooner ? 

German 05/05/1880 Wrecked in a south-easterly gale. 
 
The wreck was sold for $193 13s. 
 
The vessel may have been a schooner. 

Meg 
Merriles 

North End North End Beach 
(near Gasworks) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 19/09/1869 Condemned and lying in anchorage awaiting disposal when she was 
caught in the same gale that saw the loss of the Forres, England and 
Sarah Birch. She broke moorings in a 75 mile/hour south-easterly gale 
and was swept ashore. 
 
Lies near the Sarah Black (1869). 

Hermann North End North End Beach 
(opp Barker Brick 

Kilns) 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Danish 11/09/1874 Wrecked in a south-easterly gale after her cables parted. 
 
No lives lost. 

Clara North End North End Beach 
(opposite 

Gasworks) 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque American 06/11/1880 Lost in a south-easterly gale after colliding with the Minora and Vevera. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Lies close to the Flying Scud (1880) 
 
Date could be 05/11/1880 - Van der Bosch 
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Poseidon Port 
Elizabeth 

North Jetty (1.25 
miles east of) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 30/10/1889 The day after her arrival in Algoa Bay she parted her cables in a south-
easterly gale and stranded on the beach with her full cargo still aboard.  
She became a total wreck.  Her cables were apparently 3/16ths of an 
inch below the Lloyd's minimum scale. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Date of loss may be 31 October and tonnage may have been 387 tons - 
Marsh. 

Galloway Lighthouse North of / btwn 
Roman Rock and 

Beacons 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 11/10/1882 The vessel is listed in the GG Notice as wrecked at Recife.  She was 
bound for Port Elizabeth, arriving on 12 October (?) 
 
Lies close to the Fidelia (1873). 
 
Her tonnage may be 1392 tons, although both the Gov. Gaz. and Marsh 
list it as 1329 tons. 
 
According to Van der Bosch her boiler and sternpost are still visible. 

Itzehoe Cape Recife North of 
Lighthouse 

Wrecked Twin 
Funnelled 

Screw 
Steamship 

Cargo 
Vessel 

German 24/05/1911 The vessel went ashore near the Cape and struck fast on the rocks, 
about 1/2 mile from the beach.  The tug Sir Frederick tried to pull her off 
but she broke at her back and later became a total loss.   
 
When it became clear she could not be got off, lighters were disptched 
to take as much of the cargo off as possible before the weather changed 
and the vessel broke up.  Most of the cargo was saved - 8000 tons 
valued at 100 000 pounds - and was that previously transhipped from 
the Hanau, which was damaged off of Cape Columbine. 
 
Weather at the time of the wreck was hazy. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Parts of the hull are still visible on the seabed, at a depth of between 6-
7m. 
 
34.01.30S; 25.42.20E - Koornhof, pg 80. 

Sea Snake Port 
Elizabeth 

North of sea wall Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Swedish 19/09/1869 Wrecked in Great Gale, Algoa Bay September 1869. 
 
The vessel managed to ride out the storm for far longer than other ships 
in the bay, but eventually parted her cables at about 8pm.  The crew 
chopped away two of the masts to lighten the vessel, but soon her 
mizzen mast also went overboard, and the vessel began to break up in 
the raging surf.  The rocket brigade were ineffectual in this case, and of 
the seventeen crew members, only eight reached the shore, and one of 
those later died in hospital. 

Sunbeam Algoa Bay Off Foundered Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/01/1883 Foundered. 
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Surrey Cape Recife Off Foundered Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

03/06/1857   

Unknown 
non 

dangerous 
wreck 

Bluewater 
Bay 

Off (approx 30m of 
water) 

     
Unknown non dangerous wreck. Johannesburg Notice 109/46 

Sabina D'Urban 
Rock / Rail 
Rock (?) 

Opposite Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Frigate Spanish 07/08/1842 This Spanish vessel ran ashore at Cape Recife in the early hours of the 
morning of 7 August while trying to make Algoa Bay in a leaky condition.  
The master believed he was some miles from the coast.  She went to 
pieces quickly, and although 45 men got to shore, 20 were drowned or 
crushed to death in the wreckage. 
 
According to Marsh her tonnage was 500 tons. 
 
Other reports say she was carrying 90 000 pounds worth of cargo, and 
that 22 drowned. 
 
Aside from a reputed treasure of plate and other valuables, the cargo 
consisted of mainly bales of tobacco.  The wreck and cargo was sold for 
550 pounds. 
 
See permit 701/38 
 
Porter (1978) - "The ship was bound from Manila to Spain and was 
reputed to have a valuable cargo on board. Of the 65 people on board 
twenty were drowned [when she was wrecked], among them a Spanish 
grandee, Don Francisco Monson and his wife. It is said that they had on 
board with them their valuable family plate. [One of the survivors was] 
Mariano Rivas, [who settled in PE,] married a local girl and prospered. 
The PE shop of selling cloth and linens under the name of Rivas was 
founded by a descendant of his.  The victims of the wreck were all 
buried in the Roman Catholic section of the Russell Road cemetery." 

Gilbert 
Henderson 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Jetty (opposite) Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 16/03/1847 Lost in a south-easterly gale in the bay. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Lies beneath reclaimed land. 
 
According to Jobling, date may be 23 March. 

Ilva Port 
Elizabeth 

P E Boating Co 
Jetty (South Side) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 16/08/1866 Lost while loading cargo. 

Leda Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

30/08/1888   

Elizabeth 
Brown 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow / Brig British 31/12/1872 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Date may be 30/12/1872 - Van der Bosch. 
 
Tonnage may be 233 - Van der Bosch. 
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Armedale Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

31/08/1902   

Balgay Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
 

Lighter 
 

31/08/1902   

Cavalini Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

31/08/1902   

Unknown 
41 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

31/08/1902   

Galene Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

30/09/1870 Grounded 

Burgomeest
er Schorer 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
   

30/08/1888   

Natal Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brigantine/S
chooner 

Swedish 30/08/1888 Lost in a south-easterly gale after her cables parted.  Came ashore with 
eight other vessels. 
 
Two lives lost between all nine. 
 
Her cargo had already been discharged when she was wrecked. 
 
Spelling of captain's name may be Bergeen - Marsh. 
 
Commercial Exchange lists vessel as German. 

Good Hope Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
(Coaster) 

 
30/08/1819 Lost at the mouth of the Baakens River which now runs into PE harbour, 

lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Fred 
Warren 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

29/11/1872   

Resolution Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

29/10/1846 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Palestine Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

28/10/1846 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Cruiser Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Foundered Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 27/11/1872 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives were lost. 

E B Lohe Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig German 27/11/1872 Wrecked in a south easterly gale. 
 
Lies near the Taurus (1872) and the Cruiser (1872).  
 
No lives lost 

Taurus Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque French 27/11/1872 Wrecked in a south-easterly gale after her cables parted. 
 
One man drowned. 
 
Lies near Cruiser (1872) and E B Lohe (1872). 

La Port Port Elizabeth Foundered Wooden 
 

French 27/09/1799 Sank in battle 
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Preneuse Elizabeth Sailing 
Vessel 

Horwood Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig British 27/03/1845 Lost in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. 
 
No lives lost. 

Sophia Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

26/10/1846 Lost in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. 
 
No lives lost. 

Delphi Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 25/08/1844 Cables parted in a south easterly gale. 
 
One life lost 

Lama Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

  
25/08/1843 Date of wrecking could be 25-8-1844. 

Frances 
Bain 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 25/03/1849 Lost in a south-easterly gale at about 11pm. 
 
No loss of life. 

Blackaller Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow / Brig / 
Brigantine ? 

British 25/03/1846 Lost in a south-easterly gale while loading cargo. 
 
No lives were lost. 

Jim Crow Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner British 25/03/1846 Lost while loading. 
 
No lives lost. 

Susan Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
 

Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 25/03/1846 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. 
 
One man drowned. 

Scindia Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Abandoned 
   

23/09/1864 Derelict. 

Alma Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner German 23/08/1877 Lost in a south easterly gale 

Lady Allen Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Abandoned 
   

22/07/1878 Lost rudder-head in a gale. Abandoned at sea. Crew rescued by 
Onward. 
 
No lives lost. 

Isabel Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
 

Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Brazilian 21/08/1844 Vessel put in at Algoa Bay with loss of rigging and other damage on 
voyage to Simon’s Bay for adjudication. Cables parted in a south-
easterly gale. No lives lost. Vessel was detained off Quillimaine by HMS 
Cleopatra. Cargo stores for a slaving voyage. Vessel was condemned in 
the Vice Admiralty Court 2 October. 

Trekboer Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner South African 21/08/1844 Lost in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. 
 
One life lost - a boy. 
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Sterling Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Condemned Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 20/08/1892 On 2 June the vessel was hove to on her beam ends in bad weather, 
having lost her mizzen mast, sails and rigging.  On the morning of 6 
June, being completely waterlogged she was abandoned 16 miles south 
west of Cape Recife. 
 
She was subsequently picked up by the tug James Searle and brought 
into Algoa Bay with a heavy list to port and making water.  After her 
cargo had been discharged she was condemned, sold and beached on 
20 August. 
 
2 lives lost when she was abandoned. 

Mariposa Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Beached 
and 

condemned 

Steel 
Steamship 

 
British 20/05/1900 Porter (1993) - "In 1900, during the Anglo-Boer War, the steamer 

Mariposa entered the roadstead with a load of hay as fodder for the 
British cavalry. Somehow this caught fire and attempts to quench it were 
in vain. The ship was towed out to sea where the cargo smouldered for 
weeks. She was later beached and declared unseaworthy." 
 
Caught fire through spontaneous combustion and scuttled in Algoa Bay. 

Argali Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque South African 19/09/1869 Lost in the great south-easterly gale of 1869. 
 
No lives lost. 

Duke of 
Buccleugh 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded & 
Refloated 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

19/09/1869 Deliberately beached to save the vessel from a violent south-easterly 
gale. 

Fonnes Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

19/09/1869   

Gustaf Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Swedish 19/09/1869 Lost in a south-easterly gale after putting into the bay for repairs. 
 
Captain deliberately beached her to try and save the ship. 
 
No lives lost. 

Jeanne Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque French 19/09/1869 Wrecked during a great gale on 18-19 September during which 11 of the 
13 ships lying in the bay were driven ashore.  The Sea Snake was lost 
in the same storm.  The Jeanne ended up on the beach near the Major 
von Salffe. 
 
According to a letter from the French Vice-Consul, Gustave Henri 
Chabaud, the Jeanne was a three-masted barque from St Malo.  His 
letter describes the courage of Port Elizabeth residents in rescuing the 
crew of this stricken vessel. 
 
No lives lost. 

Major van 
Safft 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 19/09/1869 Lost at about 7am in the same violent south-easterly gale that claimed 
the Sarah Birch, Forres and England. 
 
A local whaleboat put out to rescue the crew including the captain's 
young wife, aged 20, who had dressed herself in sailors clothes and 
wrapped a towel around her waist so that if the boat was upset, her 
rescuers would have something to grab. 
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Name of vessel could be Major van Salfe. 

Mariners 
Pride 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
  

Anchor Boat South African 19/09/1869   

Sailors 
Friend 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
   

19/09/1869 Grounded 

Warrior Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

19/07/1878 Sprang a leak. 

Ann Eliza Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

18/09/1869   

Fingoe Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded & 
Refloated 

Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque South African 18/09/1869 Grounded in Great Gale. 

Flash Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Brigantine / 
Schooner 

South African 18/09/1869 Cables parted in the violent south-easterly gale that saw the loss of the 
Forres, Sarah Birch, etc. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Date may be 19/09/1869 - Van der Bosch 

St Croix I Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Steamship Tug South African 18/09/1869 Deliberately run aground by captain to try and save her from the Great 
Gale that saw the loss of the Sarah Birch, Forres, etc.  In the end she 
was not able to be refloated. 
 
The date for this loss could be 31/12/1871. 

Acacia Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

18/01/1879   

Ballarat Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 17/10/1864 Lost during a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Date may be 10/19/1864 according to Van der Bosch. 

Prince 
Woronzoff 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow British 17/10/1859 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Doris Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

17/10/1850 Wrecked in the bay in a south easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost 

John Witt Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 17/10/1850 Lost in a south-easterly gale in Algoa Bay. 
 
No lives lost. 
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Mary Ann Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig British 17/10/1850 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Asiatic Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
   

17/06/1861 According to Van der Bosch, the vessel grounded. 

Dona Castle Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

16/11/1914   

Sophia Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded & 
Refloated 

Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

16/11/1841 Previously aground at Kowie River but refloated. 

Arabian Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

16/10/1859 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale 
 
Lies near the Governess (1859) and the Chasseur (1859) 
 
No lives lost 

Governess 
of Aberdeen 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

16/10/1859 Vessel was hit by the Arabian and ran against the Chasseur in a south-
easterly gale.  Wrecked. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Date of loss may be 1859.10.17. 

Lyme Regis Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 16/10/1859 Lost in a south-easterly gale when her cables parted. 
 
No lives lost. 

Star of the 
East 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

16/10/1859 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Wigrams Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 16/10/1859 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Bibsy Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

16/09/1875   

Almira 
Coombs 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque American 16/07/1878 Lost in a south easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost 

Petronella Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Dutch 16/07/1878 Came into the bay in distress, and was wrecked in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Amelia 
Mulholland 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 16/02/1850 Cables parted in a south easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost 
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Amwell Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Brigantine / 
Barque ? 

British 15/08/1852 Lost in a south easterly gale after her cables had parted. 
 
No lives lost 
 
Tonnage may be 235 tons. 
 
Van der Bosch lists her as a brig. 

Anemone Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

14/11/1903   

Clan 
MacFarlane 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Steel 
Steamship 

 
British 14/11/1903   

Wayfarer Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 14/11/1903 Lost in a south-easterly gale.  Parted her starboard cable and after 
dragging her port anchor collided with the wooden barque Advocat 
Schiander. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may be 610 tons - Marsh - and he also suggests she was en 
route from Christiansund, rather than Gothenburg. 
 
Captain's name may have been Pedersen. 

Roman Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

14/08/1871   

Albinia Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brigantine / 
Schooner ? 

British 13/09/1851 Cables parted in a south easterly gale 
 
No lives lost 

Essex Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Whaler British 13/05/1832 Date may be 6/22/1832 
 
Tonnage could be 301 tons. 

Frances 
Watson 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque / 
Brig (?) 

British 13/01/1830 Went ashore in a south-easterly gale on the afternoon of 13 January, 
and became a total wreck.  Her cargo had been discharged the previous 
day. 
 
Captain’s name may have been Watson. 
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Abbotsford Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 12/10/1844 Arrived in Algoa Bay on 1 October 1843, with "a few better class 
immigrants" on board - 48 all told (Marsh).  
 
The vessel went ashore on 12 October after her cables parted in a south 
easterly gale.  Some reports suggest the wrecking may have been 
intentional (Marsh)  
 
No lives were lost.  
 
According to Fedde van den Bosch the date may be 12/10/1843. 

Stella Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Norwegian 12/09/1876 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. 
 
Date may be 18/09/1876 - Van der Bosch 

Jack Tar Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

12/01/1840 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 

Orange 
Grove 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner British 11/11/1829 Lost in the middle of the night in a south-easterly gale after her chain 
cable parted. 
 
Probably the same vessel that grounded in Table Bay on 15 June 1828. 
 
No lives lost. 

Barbadoes 
2 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 11/09/1861 Anchor cable parted while loading cargo in a south-easterly gale 
 
No lives lost. 
 
May have been lost in September 1859 - or else two vessels with the 
same name were lost in Algoa Bay within the space of two years.   
Van der Bosch also suggests the date was December 1861 

Killermont Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

10/10/1847 Refloated on 12-10-1847. 

Asiatic Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 09/06/1850 Vessel came into the bay due to damage and leaks.  Soon after 
anchoring parted cables in a south-easterly breeze and was wrecked. 
 
No lives lost 

Tentonia Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded & 
Refloated 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 
(North) 

07/08/1869 Wrecked when her cables parted. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Cargo salvaged by vessel Major van Salft. 
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Kate Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
(Coaster) 

British 06/10/1834 Went ashore in a south-easterly gale and became a total wreck. 

Orient Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Condemned Iron Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Danish 05/07/1896 Put into Port Elizabeth in distress.  Later condemned and sold. 

Johanna Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque British 05/04/1848 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale, driven ashore and wrecked.  
Lost at the same time as the Martha. The Port Elizabeth lifeboat effected 
the rescue of both crews. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Tonnage may have been: 198 tons. 

Martha Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow / 
Schooner / 

Brig (?) 

British 05/04/1848 Wrecked at the same time as the Johanna in a south-easterly gale.  
Both crews rescued through the bravery of the PE lifeboat. 
 
No lives lost. 

Alert Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

04/09/1840 Cables parted in a south easterly gale, and went ashore. 
 
No lives lost 

Charlotte A 
Morrison 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque American 04/08/1862 Put in for repairs and was lying in the oradstead when her cargo caught 
alight.  Efforts to extinguish the blaze failed and she was run ashore.  In 
a spectacular blaze she burned down to the waterline over the next two 
days.   
 
Her loss was worth 8 000 pounds. 
 
Date of loss may be March 1862. 

Basseilica Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Snow British 03/10/1859 Cables parted in a south-easterly gale. 

Chasseur Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque French 03/10/1859 Lost in a south-easterly gale. 
 
No lives lost. 
 
Lies next to the Governess (1859). 

Witch of the 
Waves 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

03/10/1859 One life lost. 

Lemare Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

03/09/1903   

Advokat 
Schiander 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

03/09/1902   

Fernandos Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

03/09/1902   

Swamsee Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
   

03/09/1902   

Werner Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

03/09/1902   
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Twilight Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Condemned 
  

Austrian 03/07/1886 Entered Algoa Bay in a leky condition and beached on 3 July having 
been condemned the previous month. 
 
Her cargo was forwarded in other vessels. 
 
Tonnage - 262 tons?? 

Lyna Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

03/05/1914   

Terina Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

01/12/1875   

Pigot Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Condemned Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

  
01/12/1844   

Sokoto Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
   

01/11/1881   

Assyrian Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/10/1877   

Atlantic Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig British 01/10/1835 Lost in a strong south-easterly gale after anchor cables parted.  Same 
storm as Cape Briton and Urania. 
 
1 life lost - drowned. 
 
Cape Almanac has date as 1 October. 

Cape 
Breton 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig British 01/10/1835 Lost in a strong south-easterly gale after anchor cables parted.  Same 
storm as Atlantic and Urania. 
 
Cape Almanac has date as 1 October, but it could also be 9/30/1835. 

Urania Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig South African 01/10/1835 Lost after cables parted in a south-easterly gale.  Same storm as 
Atlantic and Cape Breton. 
 
No lives lost. 

Arosa Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

01/09/1902   

Elliot Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/09/1902 Grounded in the great gale 

Gaika Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

01/09/1902   

Immanuel Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

01/09/1902   

Queen 
Victoria 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

01/09/1902   

Barbadoes 
1 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Foundered Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/09/1859   
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Margin Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded & 
Refloated 

Steamship Coaster 
 

01/07/1963 In fine weather and without adequate explanation, Margin left PE docks, 
steamed straight across Algoa Bay and onto the beach. 
 
The first person brought ashore was a woman who did not appear on 
the ship's articles. 
 
The vessel was refloated and finished its voyage to Cape Town, after 
which it was scrapped. 

Anne Smith Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
   

01/07/1861 Pounded to pieces by the surf 

Belvedere Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/06/1867   

Hepworth Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig 
 

01/04/1823 May be the same vessel as Heworth below. 

Eastlea Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

01/01/1929   

Ornate Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

01/01/1904   

Lotos Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/01/1895 Grounded 

Avanti 
Savoia 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Broken up Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque Italian 01/01/1892 Put into bay in leaky condition.  Condemned and broken up. 

Rockhurst Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
    

01/01/1883   

Chagford Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth 
 

Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

01/01/1880 There is a Chagford listed in Gov. Gazette notice 13 of 1881 (7 
January), which may or may not be this vessel.  The problem is that this 
vessel is listed as having been lost in 1880, whereas the vessel in the 
Gazette was still in service in 1881.  Could the vessel in the database 
have grounded? 
 
The Gazette information is as follows:  350 ton British vessel captained 
by E Smith, and carrying 11 crew.  Registered in Sunderland, the vessel 
was owned by W Brown, and its local agents were Savage & Hill. 

Fermann Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
   

01/01/1874 Grounded 

Elephanta Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded 
   

01/01/1850 Grounded 

Foxhound Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Condemned 
   

01/01/1848 Grounded and condemned at Algoa Bay. 

Singapore Port 
Elizabeth 

Port Elizabeth Grounded Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

 
British 01/01/1823 Broke her moorings and grounded. 

 
Date could be April 1824 
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Gerhardine Coega River Reef at mouth Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque German 07/05/1888 Lost when cables parted in a south-easterly breeze and the captain 
wasn't able to beat out of the Bay.  Came ashore between the Zwartkop 
and Coega Rivers.  Captain was killed by a falling spar.  Two others - 
the cook and carpenter - were drowned. 
 
Marsh suggests the date may have been 8 May.  He also lists the 
captain as Thomsen. 
 
A sale of salvaged cargo - which included nails, corrugated iron, 
Swedish iron and general goods, and German goods - was held on 14 
May. The wreck was sold for 35 pounds.  Four loads of cargo - 
explosives - were removed. 

Cuba Reef off 
Cape 

Reef off Cape Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

12/07/1853 The vessel, carrying a general cargo from London to Algoa Bay, struck a 
reef off the Cape and was abandoned, the crew and passengers being 
picked up by other ships in the vicinity - City of Calcutta and Kirkman 
Finlay. 
 
No lives lost 
 
Jobling suggests date of loss may be August. 

Josephine Cape Recife Rocks 16 / 18 (?) 
km west of 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner 
 

17/05/1855   

Aberystroith Cape Recife Rocks off 
Lighthouse 

 
Iron Sailing 

Vessel 
Barque British 20/06/1897 Vessel struck on rocks not marked on the charts off the Cape Recife 

Lighthouse.  
 
Was carrying 19 crew and 9 passengers.  
 
No lives  
 
Registered in Liverpool. 

Maria Port 
Elizabeth 

Rocky part of bay Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Brig British 11/03/1837 The Maria departed the Downs on 28 October 1836.  On her passage to 
the Cape she encountered a Spanish privateer at 5.2S; 26.32W on 8 
December, and shots were exchanged. 
 
At midday on 11 March, while lying at anchor in a fresh south-easterly 
breeze in Aloga Bay, she lost her best bower (another source says that 
her windlass broke), and at about 5pm was seen lying broadside.  Her 
fate was obvious.  At 7pm she parted her last cables, and came ashore.  
Her crew were safely taken off by 9pm, and by midnight she had 
become a total wreck. 
 
Some of her cargo came ashore, but nothing of value was saved.  
 
No lives were lost. 
 
Date could be 04/03/1837. 

Rhodesia Port 
Elizabeth 

Roman Rock Grounded & 
Refloated 

Iron 
Steamship 

 
Danish 19/05/1917 Stranded on Roman Rock, but refloated.  The master of the vessel 

thought the Admiralty Chart showing Roman Rock (8 feet) and Brenton 
Rock (50 feet) reflected the height of these obstructions above the 
water, rather than below.  His compasses were also proved to be 
defective. 
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By 1 June the vessel was ready to proceed to Durban for repairs. 

Dover 
Castle 

Port 
Elizabeth 

Roman Rock Grounded & 
Refloated 

Steamship 
(Intermediat

e) 

Mailship British 16/03/1914 Struck Roman Rock very gently while approaching Port Elizabeth.  Little 
panic amongst the 109 passengers, and the vessel entered the port and 
came to anchor at 4.20pm. 
 
The damage was far more serious that the "soft thud" had indicated.  
No.1 cargo hold had filled with water to sea level (5.7m), No. 2 hold 
recorded 2.3m of water, and a port tank sounded at 1.5m.   
 
The accident remained secreted in the Union-Castle archives, and was 
not included in the official history of the company written by Marishal 
Murray. 
 
Gross tonnage of just over 8000 tons. 

Balaclava Port 
Elizabeth 

Roman Rock (near 
bell buoy) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

15/06/1867 Porter (1978) - "The bark Balaklava struck this rock on 14th May, 1867. 
She began taking in water rapidly and a special pump belonging to the 
P.E. fire brigade was sent out by tug to try to save her, but she suddenly 
sank in seven fathoms of water. There was just time to take the crew 
aboard the tug. In the cargo were two stained glass windows intended 
for Holy Trinity Church." 
 
In rounding out of Algoa Bay struck upon a rock and sank in 7 fathoms 
of water. Crew saved. 

Mossel Port 
Elizabeth 

South Jetty Scuttled Motor 
Vessel 

Fishing 
Vessel 

South African 14/07/1960 Vessel subsequently raised by SAS Somerset and scuttled at: 
38.48.25S; 25.45.45E on 19-02-1961. 
 
Dimensions: L=34m,B=6,7m,D=4m 

Elimira 
Coombs 

Algoa Bay 
(near) 

South of Foundered 
   

01/07/1878 Foundered. 

George IV Algoa Bay Sparks Street Grounded & 
Refloated 

Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Ship 
 

01/12/1842 Went ashore near the Sparks River at 2am, but was refloated the same 
day and got off by 1pm.  She proceeded on her voyage on 9 December. 

Kerriefontei
n 

St Croix 
Island 

St Croix Island Foundered Motor 
Vessel 

Fishing 
Vessel 

South African 01/09/1976 Foundered and lost. 

Capensis St Croix 
Island 

St Croix Island 
(near) 

Sunk Motor 
Vessel 

Trawler 
 

01/06/1960 Sunk by gunfire.  For sale by liquidators - but no bidders. 

Pilot Algoa Bay Algoa Bay Grounded 
and 

condemned 

   
01/12/1844 Grounded and condemned at Algoa Bay. 

Ann & Eliza Swartkops Swartkops & 
Bushman Rivers 

(between) 

Wrecked Wooden 
Sailing 
Vessel 

Ship British 01/04/1796 The wreck was plundered by the people of Bruintjieshoogte. 
 
Captain and 34/35 drowned, 5 saved. 



 72 

Dora Swartkops Swartkops River Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque 
 

20/02/1897 Wrecked in fog. 
 
1 life lost. 
 
Van der Bosch says she was lost in a gully on the western side of 
Hollam's Bird Island. 

Anne Marie Swartkops Swartkops River & 
Smelly Creek 

(between) 

Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Barque French 27/11/1872 Porter (1978) - "The Anne Marie [was] wrecked on November 27, 1872. 
[A] French barque, [she] was anchored in the bay waiting to discharge 
her cargo when the ... south-easter sprang up. About 4 a.m. her cables 
parted. Captain Rey, an excellent seaman, managed to get sails set and 
attempted to beat out to sea. For almost 24 hours [she struggled against 
the wind] but gradually [she] was driven back and drifted on to the beach 
at 2 a.m. the following morning.  
 
James Searle, superintendent of the Eastern Province boating company 
called together a number of volunteers and, in spite of the tremendous 
seas running, managed to get alongside at 9 a.m. and took off the crew 
- 15 in all. Half an hour later the Anne Marie began to break up. The 
rescuers had to make four attempts before they reached the ship after a 
5½ mile pull, and then had to make the same trip back. 
 
In 1972, [almost 100 years to the day after she was lost], Mr. Bob 
Binnell, [a PE] photographer, was flying over the Swartkops river mouth 
on his way to Bird Island when he noticed the outline of the hull of a ship 
which the shifting sands at the mouth of the river had just exposed. 
Research into the records of shipping revealed that this was the [Anne 
Marie]." 
 
 
Lost in a south easterly gale  
 
No lives lost 

Hope Swartkops Swartkops River 
Mouth 

Grounded 
   

01/08/1849 Grounded 



 73 

Ludwig Port 
Elizabeth 

Victoria Quay Wrecked Sailing 
Vessel 

Schooner British 05/06/1882 It's possible that the vessel may not have been wrecked on the 5th June 
as suggested by the database.  She may perhaps have grounded and 
been refloated.  The reference to a second vessel called Ludwig, also in 
Algoa Bay, but wrecked in 1899 may be the same vessel.  A possible 
flaw in this argument is the tonnage of the two vessels - this Ludwig was 
99/92 tons (Marsh & Other), while the vessel wrecked in 1899 had a 
tonnage of 299 tons. 
 
To add strength to this idea, the GG notices for 1882 seem to indicate 
that the Ludwig carried on working long after the date  - 5 June - on 
which she is supposed to have been lost. 
 
In 1882 she was captained by Stubington, and owned by Budge & 
Black.  She was involved in coastal trade, plying between Cape Town, 
Knysna and Port Elizabeth. 
 
Marsh suggests the date of her loss to be 26 June. Van der Bosch 
suggests 25 June 
 
Van der Bosch suggests tonnage of 99 tons. 
 
Vessel drifted ashore in a north-easterly gale and later condemned. 
 
No lives lost. 

 
 
 
  



APPENDIX 2: SHIPWRECK GAZETTEER – AREA 1 
 

Ship Name Area Place Event Type Vessel Category Type Date Wreck 
Pickle Cape Recife / Algoa Bay Cape Recife / Algoa Bay (between) Wrecked     10/03/1939 
Lady Leith Thunderbolt Reef Cape Recife and Rocky Point (between) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Brig 27/02/1848 
Sabrina Durban Rock Durban Rock Wrecked Sailing Vessel Ship 07/08/1842 
Port Douglas Cape Recife Half mile east of Wrecked Steel Vessel Ship 19/06/1897 
Galloway Lighthouse North of / btwn Roman Rock and Beacons Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 11/10/1882 

Itzehoe Cape Recife North of Lighthouse Wrecked Twin Funnelled Screw Steamship Cargo 
Vessel 24/05/1911 

Sabina D'Urban Rock / Rail Rock 
(?) Opposite Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Frigate 07/08/1842 

Cuba Reef off Cape Reef off Cape Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 12/07/1853 
Josephine Cape Recife Rocks 16 / 18 (?) km west of Wrecked Sailing Vessel Schooner 17/05/1855 
Maria Port Elizabeth Rocky part of bay Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Brig 11/03/1837 
Balaclava Port Elizabeth Roman Rock (near bell buoy) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 15/06/1867 

Dangerous wreck Cape Recife East of Humewood Unknown Unknown Unknown   

Haerlem Roman Rock (near) Humewood Beach Scuttled Motor Vessel Navy 
Frigate 01/11/1987 

Outeniqua Port Elizabeth Humewood ? Grounded & Refloated Iron Steamship Coaster 19/11/1937 
Rhodesia Port Elizabeth Roman Rock Grounded & Refloated Iron Steamship   19/05/1917 
Dover Castle Port Elizabeth Roman Rock Grounded & Refloated Steamship (Intermediate) Mailship 16/03/1914 
Emma Thunderbolt Reef East of Grounded Sailing Vessel Barque 15/10/1873 
Matilda Cape Recife Near Foundered Wooden Sailing Vessel Brig 02/04/1838 
Kayena Cape Recife Flat Rocks (off) - N of Cape Recife       31/03/1957 

Aberystroith Cape Recife Rocks off Lighthouse   Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 20/06/1897 
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APPENDIX 3: SHIPWRECK GAZETTEER – AREA 6 
 

Ship Name Area Place Event Type Vessel Category Type Date Wreck 
Wolseley Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked? Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 30/08/1888 
Abdul Medjid Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 21/02/1871 
Agostino Rombo North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1902 
Albatross Bight of Bay Near Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 16/12/1881 
Andreas Riis Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 30/08/1888 
Araminta North End North End Beach (Gasworks) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 19/01/1889 
Arnold North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 31/08/1902 

Brilliant North End North End Beach (near Gasworks) Wrecked Sailing Vessel Brigantine / 
Schooner ? 05/05/1880 

C Boschetto Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 30/08/1888 
Caprera Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 23/08/1884 
Catherine North End North End Beach - Bight of Bay Wrecked Sailing Vessel Brig 25/10/1883 
Catherine Scott Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 08/04/1878 
Cavalieri Michelle 
Russo North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron / Steel Ship   01/09/1902 

Charlotte Port Elizabeth Jetty Street (rocks at foot of) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel 3-Masted 
Ship 20/09/1854 

Clara North End North End Beach (opposite Gasworks) Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 06/11/1880 
Clara (2) Algoa Bay Beach Wrecked Iron Steamship Tug 01/09/1902 
Constant North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 31/08/1902 
Content North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 31/08/1902 
Countess of 
Carnavon North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Steamship Tug 31/08/1902 

Dom Pedro Baakens River Baakens River Mouth (near) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Slaver 20/06/1840 
Dorothea Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque / Brig 30/08/1888 
Drei Emmas Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 30/08/1888 
East London 
Packet North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Coasting 

Schooner 24/10/1855 

Elda North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 14/11/1903 
Elizabeth Rowell Port Elizabeth Jetty Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Snow 26/08/1843 

Elizabeth Stevens Bight of Bay New Brighton Beach ? Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barquentine / 
Barque 30/08/1888 

Emmanuel North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1902 
England Port Elizabeth Lifeboat House (opposite) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel (Oak) Barque 19/09/1869 
Euridyce North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel   18/02/1857 
Eurydice North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Brig 17/02/1857 

Feejee Port Elizabeth Jetty Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Schooner (3-
masted) 19/08/1837 

Fidela Beacon Point Lighthouse 1.7 km north of (400m offshore) Wrecked Steel Screw Steamship Mailship 07/04/1873 
Flora Port Elizabeth Jetty Street Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 30/12/1854 
Flying Scud North End Gasworks (opposite) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1880 
Forres North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 19/09/1869 
Gambia Port Elizabeth Jetty Street (foot of) Wrecked Three-masted Iron Screw Steamship   27/05/1871 
Gilbert Henderson Port Elizabeth Jetty (opposite) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 16/03/1847 
Gowan North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Snow / Brig 09/10/1830 
Hans Wagner North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1902 
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Ship Name Area Place Event Type Vessel Category Type Date Wreck 
Hermann North End North End Beach (opp Barker Brick Kilns) Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 11/09/1874 

Hero Bight of Bay Near Smelly Creek Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Whaler 
(Barque) 03/02/1861 

Heworth Port Elizabeth Landing Place (near) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Snow / Brig 
(?) 18/03/1823 

Ilva Port Elizabeth P E Boating Co Jetty (South Side) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 16/08/1866 

Inchcape Rock Port Elizabeth Darling Street (near) (300m offshore) Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel Ship (Full-
rigged) 02/09/1902 

Iris North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel 
Schooner 
(Three-
masted) 

01/09/1902 

Jane Harvey North End North End Beach (in front of Gasworks) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 30/08/1888 
Johanna Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Sailing Vessel Schooner 15/02/1881 
Jorawur North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Vessel Ship (Hulk) 02/02/1887 
Kensington North End North End Beach Wrecked     01/01/1900 
Lada North End North End Beach (Gasworks) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 30/08/1888 
Lady MacDonald Port Elizabeth 1 mile north of Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 09/02/1876 

Laura Port Elizabeth Jetty (Composite Jetty) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Snow / Brig 
(?) 25/08/1843 

Legionier Baakens River Baakens River Mouth Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Cutter (Cape) 02/03/1842 
Limari North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1902 

Ludwig North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Brigantine / 
Barque (?) 08/11/1899 

Ludwig Port Elizabeth Victoria Quay Wrecked Sailing Vessel Schooner 05/06/1882 
Lyttelton North End North End Beach (near Gasworks) Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 17/11/1874 
Margareth Port Elizabeth Jetty Street (opposite - reclaimed land) Wrecked Sailing Vessel Schooner 29/10/1846 
Mary Ann North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 12/02/1888 
Meg Merriles North End North End Beach (near Gasworks) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 19/09/1869 

Modesta North Jetty 1.5 mile NE of North Jetty Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Schooner / 
Brigantine ? 26/08/1892 

Mona Port Elizabeth Jetty Street (foot of)/Boating Co. Store Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 28/10/1846 

Nicoline Port Elizabeth Jetty Street Wrecked Sailing Vessel 
Schooner 
(Three-
masted) 

23/12/1875 

Oakworth North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Vessel Ship 01/09/1902 

Orchomene Bight of Bay Beach Wrecked Iron Vessel Ship / 
Schooner ? 09/01/1892 

Paris Maru North End 4.45km east of N2 / M4 junction Wrecked Steamship Freighter 15/01/1934 
Paris Maru Port Elizabeth Harbour Mouth (near) Wrecked Steel Steamship Freighter 16/01/1934 
Paz Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 08/10/1884 
Philip Dundas North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Brig 16/08/1828 
Poseidon Port Elizabeth North Jetty (1.25 miles east of) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 30/10/1889 
Queen Victoria North End Foot of Darling Street Wrecked Steel Screw Steamship   21/04/1896 

Reistad Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel 
Barque / Full 
RiggedShip 
(?) 

31/01/1897 

San Antonio North End North End Beach Wrecked Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 14/11/1903 
Sarah Black North End North End Beach (near Gasworks) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 18/09/1869 
Sayre North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1902 
Sea Snake Port Elizabeth North of sea wall Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 19/09/1869 
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Ship Name Area Place Event Type Vessel Category Type Date Wreck 
Seagull Port Elizabeth Jetty (near) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Brig 25/08/1843 
Sedwell Jane North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barquentine 30/09/1893 
Simon North End North End Beach (near Gasworks) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Brig 13/01/1871 

Thekla North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel 

Barque / 
Barquentine / 
3-masted 
Schooner (?) 

31/08/1901 

Thomas Baakens River Baakans River Mouth Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel   29/08/1819 
Two Brothers North End North End Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 14/11/1903 

Uitenhage Packet Baakens River Baakens River Rocks Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Schooner 
(Coaster) 30/08/1819 

Vilora H Hopkins Port Elizabeth New Brighton Beach Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 07/02/1897 

Zephyr North Jetty 1 mile east of North Jetty Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque / 
Brigantine 16/10/1889 

Mossel Port Elizabeth South Jetty Scuttled Motor Vessel Fishing 
Vessel 14/07/1960 

Araxos Port Elizabeth Harbour Scrapped Motor Vessel Freighter 01/05/1979 
Hermanus North End North End Beach Grounded? Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1902 
Scotia North End North End Beach Grounded? Iron Steamship Tug / Lighter 01/02/1902 
Waimea North End North End Beach Grounded? Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1902 
Anaminta Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Grounded & Refloated Sailing Vessel Barque 19/01/1889 

Clara (2) North End North End Beach Grounded & Refloated Steel Steamship Ballasting 
Launch 01/09/1902 

Coriolanus North End North End Beach Grounded & Refloated Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 01/09/1902 
Gabrielle North End North End Beach Grounded & Refloated Wooden Sailing Vessel Schooner 01/09/1902 
George IV Algoa Bay Sparks Street Grounded & Refloated Wooden Sailing Vessel Ship 01/12/1842 

Arranmore North End North End Beach Grounded Steel Sailing Vessel 3-Masted 
Ship 11/11/1903 

County of 
Pembroke North End North End Beach Grounded Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 14/11/1903 

Krimpenerward Baakens River Baakens River Mouth (near) Grounded Sailing Vessel Barque 12/08/1867 
Nautilus North End North End Beach Grounded Iron Sailing Vessel Barque 31/08/1902 
Trygve Blind River Blind River Mouth Grounded     01/10/1905 

Wheatlandshire North End North End Beach (1.6km from Gasworks) Grounded Wooden Sailing Vessel Ship (Full-
rigged) 30/01/1878 

Emilia Port Elizabeth Anchorage Foundered Composite Sailing Vessel Barque 17/07/1898 
Cyclon Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Broken up Sailing Vessel Barque 16/08/1883 
Wild Flower Bight of Bay Bight of Bay Broken up Sailing Vessel Schooner 28/07/1881 

Thunderbolt Baakens River Baakens River Mouth Beached* Wooden Sail Paddle Steamship Man-O-War 
(Sloop) 03/02/1847 

Harmonie Port Elizabeth Anchorage / Near Cape Recife Lighthouse Beached Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 31/10/1891 
Cape Lassie North End North End Beach       10/10/1857 
Mary Port Elizabeth Jetty (alongside)   Wooden Sailing Vessel Schooner 04/03/1844 
Universe North End 50 metres north of Gasworks   Sailing Vessel Barque 23/08/1877 
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APPENDIX 4: SHIPWRECK GAZETTEER – AREA 7 
 

Ship Name Area Place Event Type Vessel Category Type Date Wreck 

Portsmouth Coega River Coega River Mouth (1.5 miles east of) Wrecked Sailing Vessel Brig 14/03/1866 
Oaklands Coega River Coega River Mouth (near) Wrecked Wooden Sailing Vessel Barque 20/03/1860 

Anne Marie Swartkops Swartkops River & Smelly Creek (between) Wrecked Sailing Vessel Barque 27/11/1872 

Capensis St Croix Island St Croix Island (near) Sunk Motor Vessel Trawler 01/06/1960 
Harbinger Coega River Coega River Mouth (near) Grounded Sailing Vessel   01/12/1859 

Kerriefontein St Croix Island St Croix Island Foundered Motor Vessel Fishing 
Vessel 01/09/1976 
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1986  BA (Archaeology), University of Cape Town 
1987  BA (Hons) (Archaeology), University of Cape Town 
1990  Master of Arts, (Archaeology) University of Cape Town 
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consultancies, as a project manager in its Coastal and Marine Section. In 2009 I joined Fugro EMU 
Limited, a marine geosurvey company based in Southampton to set up their maritime archaeological 
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section. I then spent a year at TUV SUD PMSS, an international renewable energy consultancy based 
in Romsey, where I again provided maritime archaeological consultancy services to principally the 
offshore renewable and marine aggregate industries.  
 
In August 2012 I set up Sea Change Heritage Consultants Limited, a maritime archaeological 
consultancy. Sea Change provides archaeological services to a range of UK maritime sectors, 
including marine aggregates and offshore renewable energy. It also actively pursues opportunities to 
raise public awareness and understanding of underwater cultural heritage through educational and 
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Projects include specialist archaeological consultancy for more than 15 offshore renewable energy 
projects and more than a dozen offshore aggregate extraction licence areas. 
 
In addition to managing numerous UK development-driven archaeological projects, I have also been 
involved in important strategic work which developed guidance and best practice for the offshore 
industry with respect to the marine historic environment. This has included the principal authorship of 
two historic environment guidance documents for COWRIE and the UK renewable energy sector, and 
the development of the archaeological elements of the first Regional Environmental Assessments for 
the UK marine aggregates industry. In 2013-14 I was lead author and project co-ordinator on the 
Impact Review for the United Kingdom of the 2001 UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage. In 2016 I was co-author of a Historic England / Crown Estate / British 
Marine Aggregate Producers Association funded review of marine historic environment best practice 
guidance for the UK offshore aggregate industry. 
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I, John Gribble, declare that: 

• I act as the independent specialist in this application; 
• I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in 

views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant; 
• There are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such work; 
• I have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including 

knowledge of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed 
activity; 

• I will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation; 
• I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity; 
• I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in 

my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing any decision to be 
taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and the objectivity of any 
report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority; 

• All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and I realise that a false 
declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 48 and is punishable in terms of section 24(F) of 
the Act. 

 

  
 

 Signature of the specialist 
 

 
 ACO Associates cc 

 Name of company (if applicable): 
 

 
 28 February 2019 
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APPENDIX 7: IMPACT ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 
 
The significance of all potential impacts that would result from the proposed project is determined in 
order to assist decision-makers.  The significance of an impact is defined as a combination of the 
consequence of the impact occurring and the probability that the impact will occur.  The significance 
of each identified impact was thus rated according to the methodology set out below: 
Step 1 – Determine the consequence rating for the impact by determining the score for each of the 
three criteria (A-C) listed below and then adding them. The rationale for assigning a specific rating, 
and comments on the degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable loss of resources and be 
irreversible, must be included in the narrative accompanying the impact rating: 
 

Rating Definition of Rating  Score 

A. Extent – the area over which the impact will be experienced 

Local Confined to project or study area or part thereof (e.g. limits of the 
concession area) 

1 

Regional The region (e.g. the whole of Namaqualand coast) 2 

(Inter) national Significantly beyond Saldanha Bay and adjacent land areas 3 

B. Intensity – the magnitude of the impact in relation to the sensitivity of the receiving environment, taking into 
account the degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable loss of resources 

Low Site-specific and wider natural and/or social functions and processes are negligibly altered 1 

Medium Site-specific and wider natural and/or social functions and processes continue albeit in a 
modified way 

2 

High Site-specific and wider natural and/or social functions or processes are severely altered 3 

C. Duration – the time frame for which the impact will be experienced and its reversibility 

Short-term Up to 2 years 1 

Medium-term 2 to 15 years 2 

Long-term More than 15 years (state whether impact is irreversible) 3 

 
The combined score of these three criteria corresponds to a Consequence Rating, as follows: 
 

Combined Score (A+B+C) 3 – 4 5 6 7 8 – 9 

Consequence Rating Very low Low Medium High Very high 

 
Step 2 – Assess the probability of the impact occurring according to the following definitions: 

Probability– the likelihood of the impact occurring 

Improbable < 40% chance of occurring 

Possible 40% - 70% chance of occurring 

Probable > 70% - 90% chance of occurring 

Definite > 90% chance of occurring 

 
Step 3 – Determine the overall significance of the impact as a combination of the consequence and 
probability ratings, as set out below: 

  Probability 
  Improbable Possible Probable Definite 

Co
ns

e
qu

en
c

e 

Very Low INSIGNIFICANT INSIGNIFICANT VERY LOW VERY LOW 
Low VERY LOW VERY LOW LOW LOW 
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Medium LOW LOW MEDIUM MEDIUM 
High MEDIUM MEDIUM HIGH HIGH 
Very High HIGH HIGH VERY HIGH VERY HIGH 

 
Step 4 – Note the status of the impact (i.e. will the effect of the impact be negative or positive?) 
Step 5 – State the level of confidence in the assessment of the impact (high, medium or low).  
Impacts are also considered in terms of their status (positive or negative impact) and the confidence in 
the ascribed impact significance rating.  The prescribed system for considering impacts status and 
confidence (in assessment) is laid out in the table below.  Depending on the data available, a higher 
level of confidence may be attached to the assessment of some impacts than others.  For example, if 
the assessment is based on extrapolated data, this may reduce the confidence level to low, noting that 
further ground-truthing is required to improve this. 

Confidence rating  

Status of impact + ve (beneficial) or – ve (cost) 

Confidence of assessment Low, Medium or High 

 
The significance rating of impacts is considered by decision-makers, as shown below.  Note, this 
method does not apply to minor impacts which can be logically grouped into a single assessment. 

• INSIGNIFICANT: the potential impact is negligible and will not have an influence on the 
decision regarding the proposed activity. 

• VERY LOW: the potential impact is very small and should not have any meaningful influence 
on the decision regarding the proposed activity. 

• LOW: the potential impact may not have any meaningful influence on the decision regarding 
the proposed activity. 

• MEDIUM: the potential impact should influence the decision regarding the proposed activity. 
• HIGH: the potential impact will affect a decision regarding the proposed activity. 
• VERY HIGH: The proposed activity should only be approved under special circumstances. 

Step 6 – Identify and describe practical mitigation and optimisation measures that can be 
implemented effectively to reduce or enhance the significance of the impact. Mitigation and 
optimisation measures must be described as either: 

• Essential: must be implemented and are non-negotiable; and 
• Best Practice: must be shown to have been considered and sound reasons provided by the 

proponent if not implemented. 

Essential mitigation and optimisation measures must be inserted into the completed impact 
assessment table.  The impact should be re-assessed with mitigation, by following Steps 1-5 again to 
demonstrate how the extent, intensity, duration and/or probability change after implementation of the 
proposed mitigation measures. 
 
Step 7 – Prepare a summary table of all impact significance ratings. 
 
Finally, indicate whether the proposed development alternatives are environmentally suitable or 
unsuitable in terms of the respective impacts assessed by the relevant specialist and the 
environmentally preferred alternative. 
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