
 

PROSPECTION RIGHTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATION FOR SEA 
CONCESSION AREAS 14A AND 11C, ALONG THE WEST COAST BY TRANS ATLANTIC DIAMONDS 
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Chairman: Cheruscha Swart - Anchor Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner: Dr Kenneth Hutchings - Anchor Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd 

  
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING 

 

GENERAL REMARKS 

• As mandated by the government, COVID-19 protocols were adhered to. Upon arrival participants were asked to complete the general Covid-
19 questionnaire that was provided, temperature recorded, asked to disinfect their hands, ensure that masks are worn, and were socially 
distanced 

• Cheruscha Swart, an environmental consultant at Anchor Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd (Anchor), welcomed everyone, made 
introductions, and chaired the meeting.  

• The meeting was attended by about 90 stakeholders, most of whom reside within the Doring Bay area.   
• Out of the 90 attendees, two participants were unable to understand Afrikaans. The welcoming, introductions and "Housekeeping" rules were 

therefore presented in English. 
• A presentation was given by Dr Kenneth Hutchings, the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) for the project and Marine and Fisheries 

Specialist at Anchor. 
• Two members of Trans Atlantic Diamonds also attended the meeting to answer any general questions on the prospecting work and the 

company. They are Mr. Anthony Peter, one of the directors of Trans Atlantic Diamonds, and Ms. Norvall, the Business Manager.  
• The Geologist, Mr. Herman Labuschagne, also attended to answer any technical questions regarding the prospecting work. 
• Several topics were discussed, and participants were given the opportunity to ask questions and comment after the presentation. The Doring 

Bay community has made it clear that they are opposed to the project and that they are particularly concerned about the impact that 



 

prospecting could have on the fisheries and therefore their livelihoods. They are also concerned about the impact on the environment and 
how it will affect future generations. 

The course of the meeting was as follows: 

1. Welcoming 
 

2. Housekeeping rules 
 

3. Introductions 
 

4 Purpose of the meeting 
 

5. Presentation 
 

5.1 Project Background 

5.2 Project activities 

5.3 Sensitivity of the area 14A 

5.4 User groups in area 14A 

5.5 Impact studies for 14A 

5.6 Sensitivity of the area 11C 

5.7 User goups in area 11C 

5.8 Impact studies for 11C 

6. Questions 
 

7. Closure  

 

1. WELCOMES 

• Cheruscha Swart welcomed the participants  

• She introduced herself as an environmental consultant and Dr. Kenneth Hutchings as the Marine and Fisheries Specialist, both of whom 
work at Anchor 

• A member of the community asked that the meeting begin with a prayer and said member led the prayer. 

• Cheruscha Swart thanked the community member for her contribution and continued the meeting.  



 

  

• Two of the participants could not understand Afrikaans and they were therefore referred to the English documents. The Housekeeping rules 
were also delivered in English.  

2. “HOUSEKEEPING” RULES 

Members were informed that the Background Information Documents and Basic Assessment Reports (BAR) are available at the Doringbaai, Lutzville 
and Ebenhaeser Libraries as well as at the Strandfontein West Coast Information Centre. Copies were also made available during the meeting so that 
participants could peruse the documents if they so wished.  

Participants were also requested: 

• To make sure they have signed the necessary documents at the entrance of the hall. This includes the Covid-19 questionnaire, and the 
attendance register for the meeting.  

• To complete the questionnaire regarding the prospecting work, or to comment on their method of choice and then send the questions and 
or comments back to Anchor using a method of their choice (eg, by email, telephone or post) . 

• To please keep all questions and comments until the end of the presentation. 

• That each person submits only one or two questions so that everyone may get a chance to participate.   

• To act with respect towards each other and raise their hand if they wish to say or ask something.  

• To comply with Covid regulations and wear their masks.   

• To turn off their cell phones to avoid interruptions. 



 

3. INTRODUCTIONS 

Anchor Environmental Consultants has been appointed by Trans Atlantic Diamonds as Independent Environmental Consultants to conduct a Basic 
Assessment for a prospecting rights application for the onshore sea concession 14A and offshore sea concession 11C.   Anchor has extensive 
experience within the environmental sector and conducts work across South Africa as well as several other African countries and at an international 
level. Their work includes environmental studies and evaluations, biodiversity surveys, environmental impact studies which includes Basic Assessment 
Processes and the development of environmental legislation and conservation programs. Their studies focus on various habitats including the marine, 
wetlands, freshwater and rural areas. 

Trans Atlantic Diamonds is the prospecting rights applicant. They are a licensed, uncut diamond dealer who has been involved in the diamond industry 
since 1986. They are an independent, online diamond sales channel that connects buyers and sellers and provides a sales solution for producers, 
small tradesmen, and suppliers. They are well known in the diamond industry and have more than 30 years of experience. Mr. Anthony Peter, one of 
the company’s Directors, introduced himself and the company and explained their goals for prospecting within the 14A and 11C sea concessions.  

4. PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

To apply for prospecting rights, environmental authorisation must be obtained. This means that a Basic Assessment Process of the proposed 

prospecting activities as well as the potential impacts thereof must be conducted.  As part of this process, a Public Participation Process and meeting 

must also be held. The purpose of the meeting is to inform the communities and other interested and affected parties of the proposed project, its 

associated activities and impacts and to receive their input on the proposed project. All this information, including stakeholder questions and 

comments, is compiled in a comprehensive report and submitted to the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) for decision-making. 

5. PRESENTATION 



 

The purpose of the presentation is to provide more information on the BAR, prospecting work, potential impacts, and mitigation measures. This will 
enable stakeholders to better understand the project and provide meaningful comments. The following topics were discussed.  

• Background of the project 

• Project activities 

• Sensitivity of the area 

• User-groups in the area 

• Impact studies 

5.1. PROJECT BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION TO THE BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

Maps of concession areas 14A and 11C, indicating the location of the proposed prospecting work along the coast were displayed. Concession area 
14A extends from just north of Doring Bay to just north of Donkins Bay. Concession area 11C extends from just south of Keffer Bay to just south of 
Skulp Bay and is located just below the northern border of the Western Cape. 

It was emphasized that Trans Atlantic Diamonds is not part of or associated with Tormin Mine, the Australian Mining Company. 

• What is prospecting: 

Exploration is the search for valuable resources such as diamonds or metals and the first step in the mining process. It is important to note that this 
is not classified as mining. The purpose of prospecting is to determine the quantity and quality of a resource in an area. This information is used to 
determine if it is economically feasible to mine in that area in the future. Mining tools, mining vessels and labor cost are expensive and it is therefore 
important to first conduct a thorough investigation before any mining can begin. 

• The process that must be followed before mining may begin is a long process. The steps are as follows: 

1)   Application for prospecting rights 

The application for prospecting rights can take about a year. Prospecting rights can only be obtained by applying for environmental 
authorisation. Again, this can only be obtained by performing a Basic Assessment Process. 



 

2)   Exploration 

If prospecting rights and environmental authorisation are granted, the next step is the prospecting itself. Prospecting rights are granted for a period 
of five years, although they can be extended to eight years. The prospecting work itself can take anything from a few months to a few years to 
complete.    

3)   Application for mining rights 

If the applicant has decided that he does want to mine in an area, the next step is the application for mining rights. Once again, environmental 
authorisation must be applied for. The process to be followed is not a Basic Assessment Process, but an Environmental Impact Assessment 
Process. This process is more complicated than that of a Basic Assessment process and also takes longer ie., about two years. 

4)   Mining 

Mining rights are usually granted for about 20, 25 or 30 years. Mining companies may also decide to stop mining earlier if the resource starts to 
decline.  

• Project Background: 
• Trans Atlantic Diamonds is the applicant applying for prospecting rights in sea concessions 14A and 11C.  
• The Competent Authority is the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE), to whom the documents and report are 

submitted. The DMRE is responsible for making the final decision in terms of allocating prospecting rights. 
• The Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act is triggered when applying for prospecting rights.  
• The resources in question include diamonds, precious stones, minerals and metals. As previously mentioned, the areas applied for are sea 

concession areas 14A and 11C.  
• To apply for prospecting rights, the applicant must apply for environmental authorisation.   
• An environmental authorisation triggers The National Environmental Management Act and Environmental Impact Assessment 

regulations. 
• To obtain environmental authorisation, a Basic Assessment Process must be performed. The results of this process are detailed in a 

comprehensive report known as the Basic Assessment Report (BAR). This process is conducted by an independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner (EAP). In the case of this application, Anchor Environmental Consultants is the EAP. 

  



 

• The Basic Assessment Process 

The Basic Assessment Process is briefly described: 

Step 1: Submit application for prospecting rights and environmental authorisation to the DMRE. 

Step 2: Compile a list of potential interested and affected parties (I & APs) and invite them to register as I & APs for the project. Inform the I & APs 
that the applications have been submitted. During this time, the I & APs are given the opportunity to comment on the application. 

Step 3: At this point, independent specialists are enlisted to conduct impact assessment studies. In the case of this application, a Heritage, Marine & 
Fisheries, and Social Impact Study were conducted.  

Step 4: The EAP compiles a Draft BAR which includes a description of the environment, proposed activities, potential impacts on the environment 
and community, mitigation measures to reduce identified impacts and an Environmental Management Program (EMPr).  

Step 5: The EAP makes the Draft BAR available to the public for commenting during the official 30-day Public Participation process. 

Step 6: A Public Participation Meeting is organized and hosted by the EAP. I&AP’s are invited to attend as in the case of this meeting in Doring Bay.  

Step 7: Any comments received are addressed and incorporated into the Final BAR where they may also be used to inform recommended mitigation 
measures and the EMPr.  

Step 8: The Final BAR is submitted to the DMRE for decision-making. 

Step 9: The DMRE is required to make a decision on whether to grant or reject environmental authorisation within 107 days of receiving the 
application. If I & APs are unhappy with the environmental authorisation made by the DMRE, they can appeal this decision within 14 days of receiving 
the outcome.  

5.2. THE PROPOSED PROSPECTING ACTIVITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 

Next, the proposed activities of the prospecting were discussed. 

 



 

• 1. Geophysical survey 

• A “Multibeam Echo Sounder” and “Topas Sub-bottom Profiler” will be used to perform the geophysical survey. Sound waves (or signals) 
are transmitted to seabed which rebound to the receiver and create an image of the seabed. The information is used to identify rock 
types of interest and to determine the appropriate drilling method, drilling sites and design of the mining vessel. 

• The images of the seabed created by the geophysical instruments are further used to identify target areas or areas to be avoided, such as 
reefs. 

• Images created by the Mulltibeam Echo Sounder and Topas Sub Bottom Profiler are shown on the slide.   
• Herman Labuschagne was given the opportunity to explain the images that are created by the geophysical equipment and provide an 

explanation of their purpose.  

2. Van Veen Grab (sediment sampling): 

This activity can be performed at the same time as the seismic survey. A Van Veen Grab is a device used to collect sediment samples that would 
inform the animal and plant communities living on the seabed. Small marine animals such as worms, mussels and crabs that live on and in the sea 

floor are identified. The information is recorded to establish a baseline of the ecological environment before any prospecting begins. Surveys are 
usually conducted annually during prospecting and mining. The results are analysed to determine the extent to which the environment has changed 

during prospecting and mining. 

3. Core samples: 

A Vibracore, Gravity Core and or Sonic Core is used for this activity. A core looks almost like a hollow piece of pipe. It penetrates the sea floor and 
collects sediment samples which will inform the structure of the sea floor and the appropriate design of the drilling tool, mining vessel and identifies 
areas of interest where mining can take place in the future. 

4. Drill: 

Sediment samples will also be collected using a special drilling rig to identify and investigate target areas for future mining. The drill digs sdiment out 
of the seabed, processed on the vessel and debris thrown overboard. This information will also be used to inform the design of the mining vessel.  

 



 

HANDING OVER 

Cheruscha Swart handed over to Dr Ken Hutchings who briefly introduced himself and emphasized that he is a Marine ecology and fisheries 
specialist. 

Dr Ken Hutchings presented a discussion of the ecological aspects, user groups, fisheries, potential impacts of prospecting on the environment, and 
potential mitigation measures that can be applied to prospecting in sea concessions 14A and 11C.  

5.3. THE SENSITIVITY OF THE AREA: 14A 

Concession area 14A is located very close to the coast and starts at about 30m away the low tide mark.   

Upon hearing this, there was an uproar from the stakeholders who expressed their unhappiness and disagreement, many stakeholders also refused 
to listen any further. Some stakeholders verbally expressed their desire for the environmental consultants and applicant to leave. Ken explained that 
the 30m refers to the depth. In other words, the area starts 30m below the low tide mark and it is about 1km from the coast. 

Cheruscha Swart silenced the crowd and asked them to please continue listening to Dr Ken Hutchings. 

Sea Concession Area 14A does not form part of a Marine Protected Area (MPA) or an Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Area (EBSA). In 
terms of the area's threat status, most of the area was classified as non-threatened. The Coastal section is classified as "near threatened" and the 
northern and southern sections as vulnerable. 

Concession area 14A is 1,240 ha in size and is located right along the coast. As the vessel cannot approach the shallower section of the concession 
area, prospecting work will not take place in the area between 0 - 600m from the shoreline. As a result, 384 ha or 31% of the concession area will not 
form part of the prospecting. Furthermore, the vulnerable and near endangered habitats will also be excluded. Thus, only 153 ha or 12% of the 
concession area will be subject to prospecting. Work will only be conducted from at-sea and will not be land-based. There will therefore be no 
activities on land or right along the coastline to within 600m of the coastline. 

 

 



 

5.4. USER GROUPS IN CONCESSION AREA 14A 

The different types of fisheries in the area were investigated: 

1) Small pelagic fisheries 

Information was obtained from the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment - or the DFFE). If you have fishing rights in an area, you 
have to keep track of where and how many fish you catch and report this to the DFFE.   This data is held by DFFE and is where we get our data 
from. The 14A area falls within a priority area in terms of pelagic fisheries, especially anchovies and sardines. The area is especially a very important 
area for catching anchovy. Sardines are also sometimes caught. The pelagic catches in the northern part of concession area 14A (this is the area right 
next to Doring Bay) are only responsible for 0.0082% of the national catches. The remainder of concession area 14A accounts for 0.038% of national 
catches. Concession area 14A is therefore only responsible for a very small portion of the national yield. 

It is important to note that the seismic work will only take two days and the sampling will take a total of 30 days. Prospecting is not a long-term 
activity and therefore is not supposed to have a major negative impact on the fisheries in the area. The biggest impact that prospecting may have on 
fisheries is the exclusion of fishing boats from certain areas, but only for a short period of time.  

2) Line fishing 

There are many people in Doringbaai who catch line fish e.g., Snoek. Hottentots fish are also a valuable resource. Line fish catches in Doring Bay are 
responsible for only a very small percentage of the national line fish catches. It would appear that there is not really much line fishing in the Doringbaai 
area. Maybe there are catches but because the fishermen do not report it, it is not recorded by the department.          

We are aware of the fact that longline catches are very important to the residents of Doring Bay. Although the catches in Doring Bay are not very 
important on a national level, they are still important for Doring Bay. This is why it will be important to appoint a liaison officer to be a liaison between 
the community and the applicant. In this way it can be ensured that the community is taken into account. They can communicate directly with the 
liaison officer in terms of where and when they are going fishing on a particular day. The liaison officer can then convey this to the applicant so that 
they can avoid the specific areas and time of day during prospecting work.           

3) Lobster fisheries 

Thorn Bay is responsible for 1% of the national lobster catches. This is very important for the people who live in Doring Bay.  



 

This data is again from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. Lobster is mostly caught on reefs. It is emphasized once again that the 
prospecting work will not take place on the reefs.    

5.5. IMPACT STUDIES 14A 

Next, the impact studies were briefly summarized by the specialists. The method used to assess the impacts is a standard method as prescribed by 
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.  

• 1) Impacts on the marine environment and fisheries 

The following negative impacts were identified and assessed: 

• Seismic disturbance on invertebrates and fish. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.    
• Seismic disturbance on sea turtles. The assessment indicated that this impact would be "Insignificant", believing that the seismic activities 

would not have an impact on sea turtles.    
• Seismic disturbance on marine mammals. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Medium”. That is the highest impact of all 

impacts. There must therefore be a marine mammal observer on the vessel during prospecting to ensure that this impact is reduced to 
"Low".        

• Seismic disturbance on seabirds. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Low”.    
• Megafauna collisions with vessels. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.    
• Disturbances due to sampling and soil waste. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Low”.    
• Fine sediment dust clouds. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.    
• Release of waste. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.  
• Impact on fisheries. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”. This is because the prospecting work will only take place 

for a short period and reefs and other priority fishing areas will be avoided.     

• 2) Socio-economic impacts 

The positive socio-economic impacts of prospecting on the local community and on the greater region were assessed and the following were found: 

• The assessment indicated that regional benefits would be "Low". 



 

• The assessment indicated that local community benefits would be "Insignificant", meaning that prospecting would not really have any benefits 
for the local community. 

The reason for this is because the vessel comes directly from Cape Town and never docks at the port. No stock or services will be acquired at Doring 
Bay and there will therefore be no inflow of money into Doring Bay.  
  

• 3) Impacts on Heritage Resources 

The negative impacts on the following heritage resources have been identified and assessed: 

• Prehistoric resources. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.    
• Paleontological resources. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.    
• Archaeological resources such as shipwrecks. No impact on the resource is expected as the two shipwrecks (Girl Devon and Elizabeth) in the 

area are not located within the concession area and therefore will not be affected.  

Prospecting can also have a positive effect. Fossils, artifacts and other heritage resources may be found during prospecting and would not otherwise 
have been discovered. If such resources are found, they must be preserved and sent to a museum.    

• 4) No-go option 

The "no-go" option is the option not to continue prospecting: 

The positive impact of this option includes: 

• No negative effect on the environment. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Low”.  

The negative impacts of this option include: 

• The loss of the opportunity to determine whether or not a diamond resource is present in the concession area. The assessment indicated that 
this impact would be “Low”.  

• Lost economic opportunities. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Low”.  



 

5.6. THE SENSITIVITY OF THE AREA 11C 

We move to 11C. The concession area is located quite far North of Doring Bay. It is located just below the border of the Northern and Western 
Cape. There are not really any towns near this concession area.       

The concession area is not located in an MPA. A large part of the area does fall within an area that may form part of an EBSA in the future. The area 
is known for its "fossil forest". It is an underwater area containing fossilized yellowwood trees. The reason why they want to make it an EBSA is 
because it is suspected that there may be unique features or ecosystems in the area, although studies need to be conducted first to confirm this.   

5.7. THE CONSUMERS IN THE AREA 11C 

1) Small pelagic fisheries 

The different types of fisheries in the area were investigated.  

Concession area 11C is located in the northern part of the Western Cape and in the deep sea where the pelagic fishing boats operate. Only a portion 
of the concession area overlaps with fishing grounds. Regardless, pelagic catches in these parts account for less than 0.001% of national catches. It is 
therefore not a very important area for small pelagic fisheries.       

2) Tuna fishing 

Tuna fishing boats work in the deeper water. No catches were reported for tuna fisheries in concession area 11C . There may be a chance that tuna 
is caught in the area, but unfortunately the information was not reported.     

2) Traditional longline fisheries 

Line fishing was reported only in the North and Southwest and south of Concession 11C. No line fishing was reported in the concession area itself. The 
concession area is very far from the nearest harbor and about 50km north of Doring Bay. It is too far for small fishing boats from Doring Bay to sail to 
this area.     

 



 

5.8. IMPACT STUDIES 11C 

The impacts of prospecting in concession area are very similar to those assessed for concession 14A.  

1) Impacts on the marine environment and fisheries 

The following negative impacts were identified and assessed: 

• Seismic disturbance on invertebrates, sea turtles and fish. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Insignificant”, meaning that 
seismic activities would not really have any impact on these organisms.  

• Seismic disturbance on marine mammals. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Medium”. There must therefore be a marine 
mammal observer on the vessel during prospecting to ensure that this impact is reduced to "Low".      

• Seismic disturbance on seabirds. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Low”.    
• Megafauna collisions with vessels. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.    
• Disturbances due to sampling and soil waste. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Low”.    
• Fine sediment dust clouds. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.    
• Release of waste. The assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.    
• Impact on fisheries. The assessment indicated that this impact would be "Insignificant", meaning that it would not really have an impact on 

fisheries in the area.    

Again, it was found that the impacts of seismic activity on marine mammals will be the highest impact. The impact on fisheries will be insignificant in 
this case as the area is not a very important fishing area.  

• 2) Socio-economic impacts 

The positive socio-economic impacts of prospecting on the local community and on the greater region were assessed and the following were found: 

• The assessment indicated that regional benefits would be "Low". 
• The assessment indicated that local community benefits would be "Insignificant", meaning that prospecting would not really have any benefits 

for the local community. 



 

The reason for this is because the vessel comes directly from Cape Town and never docks at a local port. No stock or services will be obtained at any 
local towns and therefore there will be no inflow of money into those towns.  
  

• 3) Impacts on Heritage Resources 

The negative impacts on the following heritage resources have been identified and assessed: 

• Prehistoric resources - The heritage assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.  
• Paleontological resources - The heritage assessment indicated that this impact would be “Very Low”.  
• Archaeological resources such as shipwrecks - No impact on the resource is expected as the two shipwrecks (Zulu Coast 1 and Meteren) 

identified in the area are not located within the concession area and therefore will not be affected.  

Prospecting can also have a positive effect - Fossils, artifacts and other heritage resources may be found during prospecting and would not otherwise 
have been discovered. If such resources are found, they must be preserved and sent to a museum. 

• No-go option 

The "no-go" option is the option not to continue with prospecting. 

The positive impact of this option includes: 

• No negative effect on the environment and the impact assessed as “Low”.  

The negative impacts of this option include: 

• The loss of opportunity to determine whether a diamond resource is present in the concession area. Here, the impact was assessed as “Low”.  
• Lost economic opportunities. The impact was assessed as “Low”.  

IMPACT STUDIES SUMMARY: 14A 

It was emphasized that all the information outlined here is discussed in further detail in the reports.  



 

A total of 18 negative impacts of prospecting on the environment, fisheries and community were identified. Prospecting can also have benefits in 
terms of heritage resources, provided the resources are preserved and sent to a museum.  

Prospecting can also have a positive socio-economic benefit for the region. 

It is important to note that all the negative impacts can be reduced to “Low” (in the case of impacts or marine mammals), “Very Low” or “Insignificant” 
if mitigation measures are applied. 

• The impact of seismic activity on marine mammals has been found to be the most worrying as the impact has been assessed as “Medium”. The 
assessment indicated that the impact on fisheries would be “Very Low” as the prospecting work would only take place for a short period and reefs 
and other priority fishing areas would be avoided.   

IMPACT STUDIES SUMMARY: 11C 

• The 11C concession area is located further North of Doring Bay, just below the Northern border of the Western Cape, with little to no towns within 

its proximity.  

• The concession area is not located within an MPA. However, a large part of the area does fall within an area that may form part of an EBSA in the 

future. The area is known for its "fossil forest" and is an area known to contain fossilized yellowwood trees. It is suspected that there may be 

unique features or ecosystems in the area which prompts an EBSA status but would first require an extensive investigation to confirm.. 

• It was once again emphasized that all the information was discussed in detail in the reports. 

• Sixteen negative impacts due to prospecting has been identified and includes impacts on the environment, fisheries and community. 

• The impact of seismic activity on marine mammals has been found to be the highest and most worrying as the impact has been assessed as 

“Medium”. 

• The assessment indicated that the impact on fisheries will be “Insignificant” as the prospecting will only take place for a short period of time and 

will not really overlap with fisheries in the area. 

• It is important to note that all the negative impacts can be reduced to “Low” (in the case of impacts or marine mammals), “Very Low” or 

“Insignificant” if mitigation measures are applied. 

• Prospecting can also have benefits in terms of heritage resources, provided the resources are preserved and sent to a museum. 

• Prospecting can also have a positive socio-economic benefit for the region. 



 

6. QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

The stakeholders were thanked for listening to the presentation and the floor was opened for questions and comments. Participants were asked to 

limit themselves to two minutes and only one or two questions so that everyone could be given a chance to ask questions. 

Stakeholder 1 There was a question regarding Trans Atlantic Diamonds (TAD). The question was 

to confirm whether TAD is mostly involved in buying and selling diamonds and 

whether this will be their first attempt at prospecting? In other words, they have 

not done any prospecting or mining work before?  

Cheruscha Swart confirmed that 

this will be TAD's first prospecting 

project. 

Stakeholder 2 It was asked why more recent information regarding the catches was not 

used. The information used is for 2006 - 2011 and therefore more than a decade 

back. The information shown may therefore be completely outdated and not 

representative of current fisheries. 

 

Ken Hutchings responded that it is 

not easy to get hold of recent 

information and that this, 

unfortunately, is the most recent 

information made available by the 

DFFE.  He also said that these 

fisheries have been going on for 

almost a hundred years and when 

looking at the data, the catches 

have not changed terribly over the 

last century. 

Ken also added that the values 

shown are average values over the 

period 2006 – 2011 and since the 

average values are used over a 

period, it gives a much better 

picture and is representative of the 



 

catches in the area, regardless of 

whether in some years there 

catches were more than in others. 

Stakeholder 2 It was said that prospecting would not create any jobs for the community and that 

it would have negative impacts on the environment, marine animals, and 

fisheries. At present, therefore, the disadvantages of prospecting outweigh the 

advantages.   

Cheruscha Swart thanked the 

stakeholder and acknowledged 

their comment. 

Stakeholder 2 It was also asked to explain the impact assessment method and where this method 

was obtained. What is meant by a “Medium” impact?  

Ken Hutchings explained that the 
method used is set out and 
explained in the report and that it is 
a standard method prescribed by 
the Department of Environmental 
Affairs or the DFFE.    

He further added that the impacts 
can be classified as Insignificant, 
Very Low, Low, Medium, High and 
Very High.  

Ken also said that the important 
thing to consider is that any impact 
that is still “Medium”, “High” or 
“Very High” after mitigation 
measures will influence the 
department's decision to accept 
the application or not and to note 
that all the impacts assessed in this 



 

study can be reduced to “Low”, 
“Very Low” or “Insignificant”.  

 

Stakeholder 1 You mention that there is a 30m boundary for concession area 14A, but in the 

Basic Assessment Report you say that a smaller vessel will be used to go up to 16m 

from the shore. In other words, further in and closer to the shore. 

Ken Hutchings clarified by saying 

that although the vessel can only go 

up to 15m depth , the concession 

area starts at 30m below the low 

water mark.. Because the first 

600m is too shallow, no 

prospecting will take place within 0 

- 600m of the coast. 

 

Stakeholder 1 With regards to the ecology, SANBI recognizes that there are some threats. You 
also mention the impacts on the whales and impacts on a whole lot of other 
things.  

Furthermore, the line fishers that operate in shallow water would be potentially 
negatively impacted by the coastal and near shore sediment exploration. Because 
the line fishers live here, they will be negatively impacted and one would have to 
consult on what days that they should not be there (to fish).  

You have to consider this is one application and that there are numerous 
applications for prospecting and mining in this area (seven to eight), especially 
below the Olifants River. In other words, there will be cumulative impacts when 
considering the impacts from all of the activities from the different applications. In 
addition, TAD will prospect from 30m up to 5000m offshore. Then there are other 
companies applying for rights in the surrounding areas such as in the intertidal 

Cheruscha Swart thanked the 

stakeholder for their comment and 

added that they would take the 

comment into consideration. 



 

area and on land. There will thus be no access to the coastal area and beach. It's 
not just this one application's impacts that needs to be considered, but all impacts 
from all applications. 

In closing. I understand that there will be no job creation. If it does turn into 
mining it will be on a vessel. You will have to do a mining application and consider 
the impacts on the community and livelihoods and the intertidal environment.  

Lastly, you did a good job on assessing the negative impacts. 

Stakeholder 3 The method you use to get to the sea floor is very deep you have to go to find 

diamonds. You do not get him on the surface. There must be drilling into the 

earth. There is a risk that cracks and fissures will form in the earth's crust.        

Herman Labuschagne introduced 

himself as the geologist and 

explained that they were not going 

to drill into the sea floor during the 

propagation work, but that they 

were only going to take the soft top 

layer of sediment on top of the 

hard seabed for analysis and that 

one does not go into the hard layer. 

Stakeholder 4 I just want to confirm. This is the first prophecy of public participation. You are the 
independent party. If the community decides that they do not want this 
prospecting in the area, what is going to be the next process. Is this going to be 
the process of comment delivering. What assurance do we have as a community 
that our comments will go to the departments along with the application. Because 
the overall feeling is that the community does not want the activities to take place 
here.      

We cannot keep up with all the application. The minister declined to comment 
from the community on previous applications.  

Cheruscha Swart responded that 
all the comments and questions, 
together with our answers, are 
recorded in a “Comments and 
responses” table. She added that 
the document forms part of the 
report that goes to the department 
and that stakeholders will also have 
access to this document. 

Cheruscha further said that if you 
email or contact Anchor with your 



 

The community does not want this project. 

The fishing community has already received a raw deal from the department, now 

they are going to lead even further.  

comments, it will go to the 
department together. 

She also said that the purpose of 
the public participation process 
and the questionnaires is for 
communities to suggest the 
months and days that fishing takes 
place and where the fishing 
happens so that there is no 
prospecting conducted during that 
period and in those areas and so 
that it promotes working together. 

 

Stakeholder 4 Second question: There is going to be an impact on the whales. The whales' 

distance of hearing is not meters, it is kilometers. So that drilling is going to be 

heard by the whales and it is going to affect them. They move very close to the 

coast. What is your timeline for doing this work as there are many different whales 

in the area throughout the year.  

Ken Hutchings explained that the 
instruments to be used create high 
and medium frequency sounds and 
whales hear low frequency 
sounds. He added that this is not 
the same as the airguns used for 
"Oil and Gas" and to please note 
that fishing boats also have similar 
tools for navigation purposes. 

Ken further said that sonars do not 

make loud noises and that the 

decibels are low. He said that 

mitigation measures will be 

introduced and that one of the 

mitigation measures is that 



 

prospecting activities should not 

take place during the whale season. 

Stakeholder 5 I listened to the questions about the prospecting so I would like to say 
something. What guarantee can you give us that the “mining” will not affect us, 
because you are now only talking about prospecting, but what about mining. So 
you guys are now going through the prospecting process, but what about 
mining. Because remember there is a climate change going on. Everything does 
not stay the same. I come from a workshop that predicts that there will be no 
more water in 2030. I had a conversation with a professor of a University. This 
prospecting you want to do, you want to pretend that you are doing it to "search" 
for minerals and to investigate what is happening here as if you do not know if 
there are diamonds and other resources here or not, but you know exactly what 
you are going to get here. You know what resources are available here. If you are 
going to plant a tomato seed, you know a tomato plant is going to come up. The 
impact this is going to have on our community, for example, no one can give us a 
guarantee that in five or ten years this community will not be affected. The 
dangers it poses “can be compared to” what one calls fracking. Remember once 
you have then you want more. The mining is going to continue. 

When it comes to health, and when one looks at what is happening all over the 
world, many women have given birth to defective and crippled children due to 
substances being released into the water. There are sediments that end up in the 
water and it washes ashore along with the waves. Can it be assured that nothing 
will happen to my child or that they will inhale anything in ten years. We are 
concerned about these things that we are seeing happening all over the world and 
that they might happen here. We express our concerns. 

In other countries, tsunamis and hurricanes are the cause of people's impact on 

the environment. The ocean is a living thing, the ocean does not want to be 

Cheruscha Swart thanked the 

stakeholder and acknowledged 

their comment.  



 

disturbed. But unfortunately, there is wealth and man is looking for wealth. Now 

you are disturbing the ocean. The ocean is like a human being. The ocean becomes 

difficult when disturbed and this is why there are so many tsunamis in other 

countries. 

Stakeholder 6 I just want to know how you got your research and do research, why did not you 

consult the community and fishermen of Doring Bay for this information and 

statistics? The people who know the area and the industry and who know where 

the fish are? It is very clear that the area where you want to prospect is the area 

where we fish? Now that you've done your research, now you want to get to know 

the community and pass on the information. 

Cheruscha Swart responded that 

the public participation process is 

arranged precisely for this 

purpose. She added that they are 

here to consult with stakeholders 

and that this is their chance to pass 

on the information to Anchor and 

the applicant.  

Stakeholder 7 What is the quality of the resources in sea concession areas 14A and 11C? Surely 
there must be data available for the area? Such data is available for the 
surrounding concession areas and can be used to get an idea of the quality of the 
resources in the area. 

The resources will have to be high quality to make it worthwhile to mine in an 
area. If one considers the negative impacts on the community, it will not be 
worthwhile to mine in an area if the quality of the resources is too low. Then the 
disadvantages will outweigh the advantages. 

How many soil samples and how many tons of soil samples are you going to 
take? In terms of your method, how are you going to go about making sure that 
the environment is not disturbed?  

  

Herman Labuschagne mentioned 
that there is no data for concession 
area 14A and therefore there is 
some uncertainty around resource 
quality.  The purpose of the seismic 
survey is to determine whether it 
would be worthwhile to conduct 
seabed sampling. The ultimate 
purpose of prospecting is to 
determine the quality of the 
resource in the area and how much 
of the resource is available. This 
will then determine if it will be 
worthwhile to mine in the area in 
the future.  



 

He also mentioned that the 
prospecting method is discussed in 
detail in the report.  

Herman added that the measures 

that will be followed to prevent 

pollution by the vessel are 

discussed in the report. Any vessel 

must comply with certain laws and 

regulations in terms of the 

prevention of pollution in the 

sea. Pollution is therefore not 

supposed to be a problem.    

Stakeholder 7 In terms of all the information that came to my ears today I would say that 
concession area 14A is not a good area to prospect in as it is close to the 
community. I suggest no prospecting here in concession area 14A but rather 
focusing on concession area 11C as it is located further from the coast and in the 
sea. 

Cheruscha Swart thanked the 

stakeholder for their comment and 

added that they would take the 

comment into consideration. 

Stakeholder 7 What are you going to do to prevent fuels and other pollution from the ships from 

ending up in the sea?  

The measures that will be followed 

to prevent pollution by the vessel 

are discussed in the report. Any 

vessel must comply with certain 

laws and regulations in terms of the 

prevention of pollution in the sea. 

Pollution is therefore not supposed 

to be a problem. 



 

Stakeholder 8 Prospecting leads to mining and can be seen as mining. The chances are slim that 

you will prospect but not mine because the chances are slim that you will not find 

a diamond. It does not benefit the community. The disturbance you are causing, 

you are no longer just disturbing the land, but now you want to disturb the sea as 

well. You want to make the sea into pieces. You come with all kinds of 

applications. The department only accepts the applications, and we just have to 

be happy with their decision. Leave the mining. 

Cheruscha Swart thanked the 

stakeholder for their comment and 

added that they would take the 

comment into consideration.  

Stakeholder 9 I want to join participant 5. You are talking about seismic activities. According to 
the Oxford Dictionary, seismic means "related to earthquakes in the earth crust" 

There are many applications in this area. Every two weeks there is a new 
application. You must jointly consider and assess the impacts of all the 
applications. In other words, the cumulative impacts.    

Why not make a Strategic Environmental Assessment that takes into account all 
the impacts of all the applications? There are numerous applications from Doring 
Bay to Donkins Bay.  

Cheruscha Swart noted that very 
good points were brought up but 
that they had unfortunately, run 
out of time to answer all the 
questions, but please asked for 
them to be forwarded to Anchor 
for appropriate response. 

She further noted that a strategic 
environmental assessment for 
mining is currently being 
conducted along the West Coast.  

  

She ended by kindly encouraging 

the participant to send comments 

and questions to Anchor for 

response.  



 

Stakeholder 9 You say you posted reports in Lutzville, Ebenhaeser and those areas, why do not 
you hold a Public Participation Meeting in those communities too, because you 
now make it look like those communities are not going to be affected. The other 
communities will also be affected.    

As the communities are close 

enough to Doringbaai to attend the 

meeting, we decided to hold only 

one meeting in Doring Bay. Usually 

a meeting is held in the town 

closest to the activity. Those 

communities also highlighted that 

the concession areas are quite far 

from them. They were aware of the 

meeting in Doring Bay. 

Stakeholder 9 There are people in the meeting who have submitted their comments on previous 

applications. How can we trust that you will include our comments and questions 

in the report?  

Cheruscha Swart mentioned that 

by law, all stakeholder comments 

should be taken into consideration 

during the public participation 

process and that stakeholder 

comments are inserted in the 

appendices of the final report. All 

the comments and questions, 

together with Anchors responses, 

are recorded in a “Comments and 

Responses” table. She also added 

that the stakeholder consultation 

report forms part of the BA report 

that goes to the DMRE and that 

stakeholders will also have full 

access to this document.         



 

 

Participant 10 You are paid by these people. You can go and tell the minister of the DMRE that 

he should come with you and give us that money that you received.   

**Please see section 7 below. 

7. CLOSURE 

At this point, a mass storm out occurred, and the meeting ended abruptly with participant 10 being the last comment. The meeting therefore officially 

ended at 19:50 after which some of the participants stayed behind and interacted with members of Trans Atlantic Diamonds and Anchor team. 


